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Burundi 


Security Situation Reportedly ‘Deteriorating’ 


EA1602160195 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 16 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Today, on the third day of the 
stay-away, the Burundian capital remains a ghost town, 
despite yesterday's resignation of the prime minister, 
Anatole Kanyenkiko. Ambassador Therence Nsanze, 
president of the (Abasa), who is chairing the forum of the 
opposition, has told AFP that the prime minister's 
resignation was ineffective and that the opposition sus- 
pected it to be a delaying tactic. Mr. Nsanze also stressed 
that the strike [words indistinct] to effectively resign. 
Nonetheless, opposition parties are meeting with a view 
to designating a new prime minister. 


Meanwhile, the security situation is deteriorating. Last 
night was marked by gunfire and grenade explosions, 
resulting in one dead and one wounded in Rohero and 
two wounded in Bwiza, in addition to property damage. 


According to military sources, the gunfire and grenade 
explosions in Ngagara and Cibitoke were meant to deter 
the residents from going to work. 


Meanwhile, the conference organized by the UNHCR 
and the OAU on helping refugees is continuing at the 
Meridien Hotel. 


Grenade Kills 2 Students 


EA1602160595 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 16 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Two students were killed and 
another two seriously injured in a grenade explosion during 
the night of 15 February, in a room housing four final year 
students at Nyabiharage College. [passage omitted] 


Mukasi: Selection of New Premier in Progress 


EA1602192595 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in Kirundi 1700 GMT 16 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Following the prime minister's 
letter asserting that consensus on his occupation of the 
office no longer existed in the opposition, and the subse- 
quent call by the president of the Republic to the opposition 
parties to identify an individual to replace the prime min- 
ister, today, the Union for National Progress [Uprona] 
president, Charles Mukasi, told us on behalf of his party 
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about his party’s views on the events. He even talked about 
the call to its members to stop work: 


[Begin recording] [Mukasi] We have just received a letter 
from the president asking the opposition parties to identify 
a candidate for the premiership in accordance with the 
government convention. However, we have not seen the 
letter from the prime minister to the president. We learned 
about it from the radio and television. This worries us, 
inasmuch as there is still confusion over the resignation. 


Concern remains over the fact that the prime minister 
remains in place. It is difficult for us to designate anyone 
when his predecessor is not about to leave office. This is 
a serious problem. Whatever the case may be, we have 
decided that, in order to demonstrate that we have no 
problems on our side, Uprona and other parties will 
presen! a candidate. In Uprona we have almost finished 
the job of designating another prime minister, as 
requested by the head of state before the country and the 
international community. This is to show that we have 
not refused to present a candidate for the premiership. 
We shall present one to the other opposition parties 
tomorrow morning, with a view to effecting a consensus 
before presenting him to the president. The president 
will then appoint him prime minister of a new govern- 
ment, which will solve the country’s problems. 


[Unidentified correspondent] It is said that, having 
admitted that a consensus on his person no longer 
existed, this meant that he had resigned. What are your 
views on this? 


{Mukasi] Those are not our words. The prime minister 
denied those comments. Moreover, the foreign minister 
clearly said that the prime minister had not resigned. 
There is a m jor problem here, and we fear a trap. We 
thought tha. if Kanyenkiko realized that the parties 
supposedly supporting him no longer did so, he would 
resign, but that is not what he did. We think he is still 
clinging to the post of prime minister. We hope the 
problem will be solved as soon as possible, so that people 
will realize what it was about, so that if we put forward 
someone we are not going to be told that there is yet 
another prime minister. That is the biggest problem. As 
far as we are concerned, in order to make everything 
clear, so that people get to know who is obstructing the 
formation of a new government in accordance with the 
government convention, we have agreed to identify the 
prime minister and in this way we shall be able also to 
identify who represents the problem. [passage omitted] 
[end recording] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Ethiopia 


Government, Opposition Discuss Elections 


EA1202194195 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia Network 
in Amharic 1900 GMT I1 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Southern Ethiopian Peo- 
ple’s Democratic Union [SEPDU] has agreed to take 
part in the forthcoming elections during talks held in 
Washington between the Transitional Government of 
Ethiopia and opposition political parties. Mr. Berhane 
Gebre Kiristos, Ethiopian ambassador to the United 
States, disclosed this during a telephone conversation 
with the ETHIOPIAN NEWS AGENCY this evening. 


During the talks the ambassador said the SEPDU has 
agreed to take part in the ongoing democratic process, 
and also in the forthcoming elections, abiding by the rule 
of law. In addition to the SEPDU, the Al! Amhara 
People’s Organization [AAPO], the Coalition of Ethio- 
pian Democratic Forces [COEDF], and the Oromo Lib- 
eration Front [OLF] participated in the talks which 
lasted from 27 January to 9 February, the ambassador 
disclosed. Zenaye Tadese has the details: 


{Begin Tadese recording] The AAPO delegation asked 
for the release of some members of its leadership who are 
currently in prison but the government side said the 
AAPO members were jailed after they were found guilty 
by a court of law. The government side also assured the 
AAPO delegations that if they claim that their leaders are 
not guilty, then their case can be reviewed by the court of 
law. On this issue both parties reached an agreement. 


The COEDF and the OLF, however, are not willing to 
take part in the democratization process, saying that the 
transition process should start afresh and with their 
participation. The government has said it is ready for 
dialogue whenever the COEDF and the OLF are ready to 
work, abiding by the rule of law. The government has 
been working hard to bring the opposition parties very 
close to take part in the democratic process peacefully. 


At this meeting, the government did not come up with 
any preconditions other than telling the opposition par- 
ties that everybody including the government should be 
governed by the rule of law. The main items discussed 
during the talks were: the opening of political parties’ 
offices in the country; guarantee from the government on 
security: access to the use of the mass media. It was also 
noted that very soon the SEPDU will hola talks with the 
government on the implementation of the agreement 
reached. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Kenya 


Minister Criticizes U.S. Envoy’s Statement 
EA1602130495 Nairobi KNA in English 1030 GMT 
16 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Wundanyi, Coast Province, 16 
Feb (KNA)—The minister for land reclamation, regional 
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and water development, Mr. Darius Mbela, has criti- 
cized the U.S. ambassador to Kenya, Mrs. Aurelia 
Brazeal, over her remarks regarding the liberalization of 
the air waves. Mr. Mbela observed that the U.S. envoy 
should understand that Kenya 1s a sovereign state which 
has the right to vet those wishing to start private stations 
as national unity and security have to be considered. 


The minister was speaking at Malela nursery school, 
Walugha location, in his Wundanyi constituency where 
he addressed a KANU [Kenya African National Union] 
recruitment rally yesterday. 


By a show of hands, wananchi [citizens] at the meeting 
endorsed the minister’s position against the American 
envoy’s attempt to interfere with this country’s internal 
affairs. The minister appealed to the American ambas- 
sador to use her country’s influence and prevail upon 
FORD [Forum for the Restoration of Democracy]- 
Kenya to desist from its alleged support of the clandes- 
tine February 18 movement which is speaking [as 
received| to overthrow the democratically elected gov- 
ernment. The minister said Kenya did not require Amer- 
ican assistance in drafting legislation on freeing the 
electronic media from government control. 


As regards Wundanyi politics, the minster said he 
habored no grudge against anybody and called for unity 
and reconciliation. 


Foreign Minister, U.S. Envoy View Controversy 


EA1702140795 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1000 GMT 17 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The minister for foreign affairs 
and international cooperation, Mr. Stephen Kalonzo Musy- 
oka, and the U.S. ambassador to Kenya, Aurelia Brazeal, 
met to discuss the confusion arising from press reports over 
a meeting the ambassador held with Information and 
Broadcasting Minister Mr. Johnstone Makau. 


A signed statement received in KBC [Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation] newsroom this morning said the ambassador 
confirmed Makau’s statement appearing in a section of the 
press that the ambassador did not give deadlines. 


Earlier, press reports had claimed that Ambassador 
Brazeal had said that her country wishes to see a law 
freeing the electronic media enacted by June this year. 


Information Minister on ‘Subversive Groups’ 


FA16021351995 Nairobi KNA in English 1010 GMT 
16 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nairobi, 16 Feb (KNA)—The 
following is the full text of a statement issued by the 
minister for information and broadcasting, Mr. 
Johnstone Makau, on subversive groups. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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The institution of the presidency ts the symbol of unity 
in any country. It symbolizes nationhood and ts a driving 
force for deveiopment and change. In our laws it is an 
offense to ridicule the institution and its occupant. Our 
penal codes on the abuse of the institution and the 
person of the president terms the abuse as treasonable. 


Current events have shown that some Kenyans, espe- 
cially the members of the opposition, have taken upon 
themselves to insuiting the president. His Excellency 
President Moi has been tolerant until now, when he has 
made it known that enough is enough. Action should be 
taken to those who are known to have [been] and 
continue committing the offense, for our laws are clear 
on the course to be taken. The commissioner of police 
and the attorney general should heed the call by the 
president and the anger displayed by the public on 
insults on the president. Deterent sentences should be 
given to those who peddled rumors about the president 
recently and those who have made public statements 
against the person and the institution of the presidency. 


Kenyans have taken for granted the peace we have enjoyed 
since independence. We are an island of peace in a continent 
in turmoil. His Excellency President Daniel arap Moi has 
been the mediator of peace in the region ranging from 
Mozambique, Uganda, Sudan, Ethiopia, Rwanda and 
Burundi. Meetings have been chaired by our beloved pres- 
ident here in Nairobi in search of peace in the region. We 
commend our president for the role he has played and 
continues to play to bring peace and stability in the region. 


Despite all the efforts his excellency the president has 
made to create peace in the region the opposition in 
league with eremies of Kenya, who are jealous of our 
peace and stability, are busy with subversive activities. 
Newspapers published in one neighboring country have 
exposed these subversive activities by guerrilla move- 
ments calling themselves FER A [February Fighteen Rev- 
Olutionary Army] with a Mr. Odongo as its leader. 
Yesterday our president exposed another group calling 
itself Kenya National Patriotic Front. Many opposition 
leaders have publicly stated that they can organize guer- 
rilla warfare against Kenya. Others have talked of estab- 
lishing rebel radio. These opposition leaders are known 
and should be arrested and prosecuted. We have laws on 
treason which should be applied before the situation 
becomes worse. The security of our country is para- 
mount and the security forces should act immediately. 


I would like to appeal to the opposition parties in this 
country to resist from being used by foreigners and our 
neighbors to create chaos in Kenya. We should learn 
from the “Rwanda example” where a guerrilla group was 
financed and supported by a reighboring country and 
are responsible for genocide that caused deaths of mil- 
lions of people. Kenyans should condemn those 
financing and helping these guerrilla movements and in 
the reports of newspapers of a neighboring country 
NEWS VISION and THE MONITOR issues during the 
week when Kenya was gripped with ‘‘rumors’’. [sentence 
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as received] One of the newspapers is a “state newspa- 
per” of a neighboring country. 


Let all Kenyans of good will support our president in 
condemning these guerrilla movements being aided by 
foreigners and our neighbors. Those involved in these 
subversive activities should be prosecuted and any oppo- 
sition party consistently supporting subversion should 
be “banned’’. There is no need of talking about ‘““democ- 
racy” if the same will put Kenya in the situation existing 
in Rwanda. We should act now and not tomorrow to 
deter those with evil plans to destabilize this country. 


Finally, Kenyans are anxiously awaiting the action of the 
commissioner of police and the security agents together 
with the attorney general in response to his excellency 
the president’s directives on the insults on the president 
and the guerrilla movements. The laws are there, please 
act and immediately. We have laws on sedition, treason, 
detention etc. The registrar of societies should “‘ban” 
with immediate effect any opposition political party or 
Organization which 1s engaged in subversion and in 
league with countries out to destabilize Kenya. 


I would like to appeal once again to all Kenyans to be 
vigilant and support His Excellency President Daniel 
arap Moi who over 40 years has been a leader interested 
in the welfare and the future of all Kenyans. 


Government Arrests Opposition MP on Sedition 


£A1602212295 Nairobi KTN Television Network 
in English 1600 GMT 16 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The MP for Rongo, John Linus 
Aluoch Polo, was arrested today morning and locked up 
at the Thika police station ceils. Confirming the arrest, a 
source at the police station said the MP was arrested in 
connection with recent remarks he made about the head 
of state at a joint opposition rally held at Kiambu. 


Langata MP Raila Odinga, who was among other FORD 
[Forum for the Restoration of Democracy]-Kenya col- 
leagues who arrived at the police station after the arrest, 
told KTN on the telephone that police have been looking 
for the MP since Sunday’s [12 February] stormy meeting 
and managed te arrest him today. The police said the 
MP will be charged with engaging in seditious activities. 


On Tuesday [14 February] this week, President Moi 
ordered the police to arrest any opposition politician 
talking ill of the head of state in political rallies. The 
president said he would not tolerate any more insults 
from the opposition. 


Somalia 


Warlords Agree on Control of Port, Airport 


AB1602191595 Paris AFP in English 1729 GMT 
16 Feb 95 


[By Hugh Nevill] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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[FRIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, Feb 16 (AFP}— 
Somalia's two most powerful clan chiefs on Thursday [16 
February] set up a joint committee to run Mogadishu’s port 
and airport once the final UN troops quit the country. 


The arrangement, if it survives, will avoid a battle which 
had been widely expected for control of the two 
sprawling facilities, with their lucrative fees and their 
opportunities for importing arms and ammunition. 


Most UN civilians have already quit Somalia. Only 60 
remained Thursday but more are leaving each day. 
Fewer than 6,500 UN troops remain after another 450 
Pakistanis flew out Thursday. 


General Mohamed Farah Aidid, who controls most of 
south Mogadishu, nominated six members to the com- 
mittee, as did the self-styled president of Somalia, Ali 
Mahdi Mohamed, who controls the north of the capital, 
a senior aide to Aidid said. 


The aide said Aidid, who had previously been opposed 
to the joint management plan for the port and airport, 
named linguistics professor Issa Mohamed Siad as the 
chief representative for the Somali National Alliance 
which groups Aidid’s closest allies. 


Ali Mahdi’s team will be led by Ali Ugas Abdulle, a 
former mayor of Mogadishu. 


The agreement is scheduled to be officially announced 
Saturday after the first meeting of the committee, the 
aide said, speaking on condition of anonymity. 


Both the port and the airport are now held by the UN 
troops, who are leaving Somalia after more than two 
years following the failure of Aidid and Ali Mahdi to 
agree on a government of national unity. 


This Horn of Africa nation has geen ungoverned since 
the 1991 ouster of dictator Mohamed Siad Barre. 


Two US warships moved close to a Mogadishu beach 
Thursday and disgorged Marines in landing craft in a 
rehearsal for their deployment planned for the start of 
March. 


At that time about 2,600 US Marines and 500 Italian 
soldiers will deploy to protect the backs of the last 
departing UN troops. 


Some 7,000 other soldiers from the six nations taking 
part in the US-led Operation United Shield will be on 
board warships and flying helicopter gunships equipped 
with massive firepower to counter any harassment by 
Somali militias. 


The US troops on shore will also be carrying experi- 
mental crowd-control weapons—two types of gel to 
immobilise demonstrators and guns that fire bean-bags. 


Some 3,000 of Aidid’s supporters demonstrated at Mog- 
adishu’s “People’s Parade Ground” on Thursday against 
the US-led operation. 
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One speaker threatened that American bodies would be 
diagged through the streets of the city again if the US 
Marines did not confine themselves to overseeing the 
UN withdrawal. 


That was a reference to an incident in October 1993 
when Somalis dragged the bodies of US Rangers through 
the streets after they had been killed in a fire-fight. 


The scene appeared on US television and precipitated 
the Americans’ retreat from Somalia in March last year. 


They had arrived in late 1992 with UN troops to halt the 
looting of food going to victims of a devastating famine, 
and to try to stop clan warfare. 


“America is the enemy of Islam and black people” 
proclaimed one poster at the rally, written in Somali. 


Radio Reports Unosom Destroys Vehicles, Fuel 


EA 1602202595 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of the Great Somali People in Somali 1700 GMT 
16 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Twenty-five Mitsubishi and 
BMP vehicles have been destroyed near Mogadishu 
Airport by personne! from the transportation depart- 
ment of the United Nations Operation in Somalia. A 
correspondent fron: the Voice of the Somali People 
reported that the personnel carried out the action using 
bulldozers. He added that 20,000 gallons of fuel, known 
as JT-5—known locally by the Somalis as white gas— 
were also set ablaze. The destroyed items were part of 
assets meant for projects in Somalia. 


Tanzania 


‘Serious Rioting’ Reported in Dar es Salaam 


EA1602202095 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 1600 GMT 16 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] A number of people are being held 
by the police in Dar es Salaam following serious rioting in 
the (Kariakoo) area today. Reports say that during the 
rioting, which broke out this morning, the Msimbazi police 
station was stoned, at which time the police intervened to 
curb the rioters. Those arrested include five businessmen, 
who were heading for State House—allegedly to provide 
information that other businessmen were making for State 
House. [sentence as heard] The five are: The deputy 
chairman of the Association of Small-Scale Businessmen, 
Ndugu Charles (Mwita), and his delegates; Ndugu 
Abdullah Ahmad, Ibrahim Abdullah, Elijah (Osikimario), 
and Rashid Juma. 


Confirming that the rioting had taken place, the Dar es 
Salaam regional police commander, Ndugu Mwindadi Ali, 
said the police would not allow the law to be broken. He 
said if the (Kariakoo) small-scale businessmen wished to 
demand their rights, they must observe legal procedures. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Small-scale businessmen outside the (Kariakoo) market 
were told earlier this week thai for the sake of security 
they should not conduct their business around Msimbazi 
police station. 


Reports say that after the demonstrators failed to reach 
State House today, they attacked Msimbazi station, 
looted, and threw stones and bottles at vehicles—and 
even at pedestrians. Police in Dar es Salaam region are 
continuing to gather information about the incident. 


Presidential, General Elections Slated for Oct 


EA1102172295 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 1600 GMT 11 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The National Electoral Commis- 
sion has announced a program for presidential and 
parliamentary elections to be held throughout the 
country later this year. A statement issued by the com- 
mission and signed by its chairman, Honorable Judge 
Lewis Makame, says the registration of voters will begin 
on 6 August and end on 4 September this year. The 
electoral commission’s statement further says candidates 
for the elections will be nominated on 22 August. 
According to the statement, election campaigning will 
begin on 29 August and end on 28 October, one day 
before the elections on 29 October. 
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Private Radio, TV Not To Beam Nationwide 


EA1102153595 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
External Service in English 0400 GMT 11 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The minister for information 
and broadcasting, Honorable Philip Marmo, has said 
private television and radio stations will not be allowed 
to beam their broadcasts countrywide. He told members 
of the national broadcasting commission in Dar es 
Salaam that the largest audience covered by the privately 
owned electronic medium must not exceed 25 percent of 
the ngtional audience. 


Honorable marmo told the commission, chaired by 
Ndugu [Brother] Mark Bomani, yesterday that it could 
license a private medium to cover two or three regions 
on condition that the total area did not exceed the 
percentage limit. The minister for information and 
broadcasting said such restriction was applied interna- 
tionally, adding that only publicly owned media could 
carry national broadcasts. 


Meanwhile, Hon. Marmo said that the national televi- 
sion project should be ready before the general elections 
set for October this year. He was addressing contractors, 
consultants, and staff of the Audiovisual Institute, AVI, 
ai Mikocheni [Dar es Salaam], the place where the 
television station is being constructed. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Mandela Astends Opening of Constitutional Court 


MB1402132095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1135 GMT 14 Feb 95 


[FBIS Tzanscribed Text] Johannesburg Feb 14 SAPA— 
South Africa’s future democracy hinged on the Consti- 
tutional Court, a important institution to entrench 
democracy, President Nelson Mandela said on Tuesday. 


Speaking at the offical opening of the court, Mr Mandela 
said it was “a court on which hinges the future of our 
democracy”. 


“South Africa did not estblish the court to be another 
rubberstamp.”’ Mr Mandela joked that the last time he 
attended court was to hear if he and fellow Rivonia 
treason trialists would be sentenced to death. 


On Wednesday the Constitutional Court will hear its 
first case—on whether the death penalty should be 
abolished or not. The court is the highest court of the 
country and 1s able to overrule Parliament. This is a 
reversal of South Africa’s legal history. In the past acts of 
parliament were binding on all courts regardless of 
whether they infringed human rights. 


Mr Mandela said the task of the nine men and two 
women, chosen as Constitutional Court judges after 
consultation with interested parties and open interviews, 
would not be easy. 


“In the end you have only the constitution and your 
conscience on which to rely,” Mr Mandela said. 


Constitutional Court President Mr Justice Arthur 
Chaskalson said the constitution’s supremacy brought to an 
end a phase in which people's rights were subjected to 
parliamentary sovereignity. This meant South Africa could 
now sct up a legal order committed to creating an open and 
democratic society based on freedom and equality. 


It was the judiciary’s responsibility to uphold and pro- 
tect people’s rights and freedoms without fear or favour. 
It was unlikely the court's decisions on the meaning of 
the constitution would be universally accepted, but 
debates and disagreements on court decisions needed to 
[be] heard, not suppressed, Mr Chaskalson said. 


All the judges made a solemn commitment to uphold the 
constitution as the supreme law of the land and apply it 
without prejudice. Each judge chose his or her lan- 
guage—English, Zulu, Afrikaans and Sotho—to make 
the commitment before the court, Mr Mandela and 
Justice Minister Dullah Omar. 


Contitutional Assembly Chairman Cyril Ramaphosa, 
Speaker of Parliament Frene Ginwala, Senate President 
Kobie Coetsee and Chief Justice Michael Corbett 
expressed their support for the constitutional court. 


After the opening ceremony, Mr Mandela unveiled a 
plaque to commemorate “this historic moment”. Those 
attending the opening—among others, Mr Mandela, 
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Deputy President Thabo Mbeki, most provincial pre- 
miers and members of parliamentary [as received]— 
were invited to a lunch closed to the media. 


In a speech prepared for delivery at the lunch, Mr 
Chaskalson said the opening of the Constitutional Court 
marked the start of the courts’ ability to excercise their 
real function, which was to protect people’s rights. “For 
too long the law in our country has been seen and 
experienced as an instrument of oppression,” he said. 


In another speech prepared for delivery, Mr Omar said 
he hoped the Constitutional Court would held facilitate 
the process of achieving social and economic justice for 
all South Africans. It would help entrench a human 
rights culture, not as an abstract concept, but as “a part 
of the soul and being of our nation and its people”. For 
the court to be the “guardian and protector of the 
constitution”, it needed to be representative in terms of 
race and gender as well as accessible. “Our judiciary 
must exercise the greatest care and vigilance that access 
is real and not on paper only,” Mr Omar said. 


Judges Profiled 


MB1302150995 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
13 Feb 95 p 13 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] 1. Arthur Chaskalson. Presi- 
dent of Constitutional Court. Former Human Rights 
lawyer. On the defence team in the Rivonia Trial of 
1963-64, which ended with the trialists, including 
Nelson Mandela, being sentenced to life imprisonment. 
Member of the committee which drew up the ANC’s 
constitutional proposals. Helped draft the present 
interim constitution. Founding national director of 
Legal Resources, which played a key role in challenging 
apartheid law and advancing human rights. 


2. Ismail Mahomed. Supreme Court judge. Before that a 
human rights lawyer. Led defence counsel in the major first 
treason trial during the P W Botha presidency. Formidable 
intellect. Co-chairman of Codesa [Convention for a Dem- 
ocratic South Africa]. Tough, relentless questioner during 
hearings for the selection of the post-apartheid SABC 
{South African Broadcasting Corporation] board. 


3. Richard Goldstone. Appeal Court judge. Chairman of the 
Goldstone Commission in violence. Selected to lead the 
prosecution in war crime trials arising from the civil war in 
former Yugoslavia. Man of liberal convictions. Indefati- 
gable and quick worker. Remained on Appeal Court while 
serving as chairman of Goldstone Commission. 


4. Laurence Ackermann. Human rights lawyer. Judge of 
the Supreme Court. Former professor of human rights at 
the University of Stellenbosch. A driving force behird 
the Independent Board of Inquiry. Played a leading role 
in helping to expose the sinister operations of the CCB 
[Civil Cooperation Bureau] and the secret police unit at 
Viakplaas, near Pretoria. 
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5. Tole Madala. Judge of the Transkei Supreme Court. 
Former school teacher. Law graduate of the University 
of Natal. Taught at the University of Transkei. Former 
chairman of the Society of Advocates in Transkei. Selec- 
tion by Mandela criticised in some quarters because of 
his low profile. Strongly backed by Black Lawyers Asso- 
ciations and Transkei branch of National Association of 
Democratic Lawyers. 


6. John Didcott. Independent-minded judge. Won 
respect (and aroused anger in official quarter) during the 
Botha presidency for his human rights jurisprudence. 
Intellectually brilliant. Lifelong liberal. Opposed to the 
death penalty. 


7. John Kriegler. Judge of the Appeal Court. Former 
chairman of Independent Electoral Commission. Fear- 
less and original thinker. As a lawyer represented clients 
across the political spectrum. AWB [Atrikaner Weer- 
standsbeweging; Afrikaner Resistaice Movement] leader 
Eugene Terreblanche was one. Heads a commission of 
inquiry into prison disturbances. 


8. Catherine O'Regan. Youngest of the 11 judges. Asso- 
ciate professor at the University of Cape Town. Former 
member of the ANC. Campaigned against forced 
removals. Winner of local and international legal 
awards. Holder of a doctorate from the London School 
of Economics. 


9. Yvonne Mokgoro. First black woman to be appointed 
as judge in South Africa. Researcher at the Human 
Science Research Council’s Centre for Constitutional 
Analysis. Former associate professor at the Universities 
of the Western Cape and Bophuthatswana. Served on the 
ANC Women’s League. 


10. Pius Langa. Durban-based advocate. Self-educated 
man who rose to win respect in the legal fraternity. 
Started his working life as a factory hand. President of 
the National Association of Democratic Lawyer’s. 
Member of the ANC’s constitutional committee. 


11. Albie Sachs. Former advocate. Director of the Con- 
stitutional Studies Centre at the University of the 
Western Cape. Served on ANC constitutional com- 
mittee. Victim of a bomb attack in Maputo. Lived in 
exile during the apartheid years. Strong record of oppo- 
sition to apartheid. Author of several books. 


President Accepts Winnie Mandela’s Apology 
MB1402120895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1142 GMT 14 Feb 95 


[Statement issued by the Office of the President on the 
SAPA PR wire service on 14 February] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] 
Statement on Deputy-Minister 


Winnie Mandela’s Apology 


At the funeral of Warrant Officer Jabulani Xaba, which 
took place early last week, the deputy minister of arts, 
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culture, science and technology, Mrs Winnie Mandela 
levelled serious criticism against the government of 
national unity. 


The criticism was, in the opinion of the president, 
inconsistent with her position as a member of the 
government. In keeping with his constitutional respon- 
sibilities as head of government, President Nelson Man- 
dela called on the deputy minister to publicly retract her 
statemen’ and apologise to the government. 


Accordingly, the president received a letter from the 
deputy minister last night, 13 February 1995, in which 
the deputy minister complied. 


The president has accepted the apology. 


Ministers and deputy ministers are custodians of the 
policy of the government of the day. Their acceptance of 
positions in government obliges them not only to help 
formulate policy in relevant fora, but also to implement 
to the letter the decisions of the government. 


President Nelson Mandela views in a serious light any 
acts of commission or omission, on the part of govern- 
ment officials, which convey an image of disregard or 
disrespect for the policies and decisions of the govern- 
ment of national unity. In accordance with the funda- 
mental principle of cabinet collective responsibility, 
should this hanpen, now and in the future, the president 
shall not hesitate to act firmly against any transgressors. 


Mandela May Consider Boesak for Another Post 


MB1502094895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0804 GMT 15 Feb 95 


[Report on interview with President Nelson Mandela by 
unidentified correspondent in Cape Town on 15 February] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Feb 15 SAPA— 
Former United Nations Ambassador-designate Dr Allan 
Boesak may be considered for another government post 
if he was acquitted on charges arising from the alleged 
misappropriation of donor funds, President Nelson 
Mandela said on Wednesday. 


In an interview, he said “appropriate action” would be 
taken, however, if the outcome of criminal proceedings 
against the former African National Congress Western 
Cape leader was “negative”. 


Any further action by the ANC leadership against Dr 
Boesak would depend on the outcome of investigations 
into the alleged misappropriation of funds. 


“The way in which we have handled the Boesak affair 
indicates the firmness of the ANC, but also the caution 
which it exercises before it takes any action. 


“Allegations had been made, and it would be unfair to 
expect an organisation such as ours to act purely on an 
allegation without those allegations having been proven.” 
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The Boesak affair had been largely resolved by Dr 
Boesak’s offer to step down as ambassador, which he had 
accepted. 


ANC’s Jele Appointed UN Anibassidor 


MB1402071995 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 0500 GMT 14 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] A member of the ANC National 
Executive Committee, Mr. Khiphusizi Josiah Jele, will 
become South Africa’s first black UN ambassador next 
week. He is to succeed Mr. Vernon Jim Steward, South 
Africa’s United Nations ambassador during his coun- 
try’s transition to majority rule. Mr. Steward paid his 
farewell visit to UN Secretary General Butrus-Ghali 
yesterday. A spokesman for South Africa’s UN mission 
said that Mr. Jele expected to assume his post on 21 or 
22 February. 


Ex-North-West Minister, ‘Irregular Loan’ Linked 


MB1502144195 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 15 Feb 95 pp 1, 2 


[Report by Mark Ashurst] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Affidavits submitted to the Pre- 
toria Supreme Court implicate former Northwest agricul- 
ture minister Rocky Malebana-Metsing in the issue of an 
“irregular loan” of R [rands] 14m [million] by Northwest 
parastatal Agribank to a Jamaican businessman. 


The affidavits have been presented by the Bophuthatswana 
Agricultural Rank (Agribank) in support of an urgent 
application for the liquidation of the company set up by 
Jamaican businessman Norman Escoffery to buy North 
Hills Farm outside Pretoria last year. 


Escoffery, who used the loan to set up Liberty Foods in 
September, has been detained by the aliens investigation 
unit «‘nce February 3 as an illegal immigrant. Liberty 
roods’ principal client, Woolworths, indicated on Feb- 
ruary 9 that it could no longer trade with the company. 


The affidavits which are likely to form the bas.s of a 
provincial government inquiry into the loan, include a 
letter of reference, signed by Malebane-Metsing, which 
describes Escoffery as “the chairman of a reputable 
American company”. 


Former agriculture department director-general John 
Lamola is cited in the affidavits as conveying instruc- 
tions from Mailebana- Metsing to Agribank’s former 
executive officer, Rod Cusens, to expedite the Rl4m 
loan to Escoffery. 


Lamola is cited by Cusens as “indicating that he had 
briefed the minister about the purchase of North Hills 
Farm and that | should extend whatever assistance is 
needed to Mr Escoffery”’. Bank files also record Cusens’s 
“concern at the lack of time granted to investigate fully 
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the ... bona fides of Mr Escoffery. It would appear that 
political interference/involvement is again affecting 
business decisions.” 


But Agribank suspects that Cusens is responsible for this 
“framed statement”, since the R!Om loan was processed 
on September 12 when, allegedly, “no loan had been 
approved nor had any contractual documents been con- 
cluded between Agrivank and Escoffe ry”. 


Documentation was “prepared and signed several 
months after the amount of R14m, together with further 
amounts ... was paid’. Agribank also alleges that Cusens 
intervened personally to guarantee a R2m overdraft 
facility from FNB [First National Bank] for Escoffery, 
ignoring formal channels. 


At the time of the loan, the powers of Agribank’s board 
of directors were held in trust by Malebane-Metsing, to 
whom Cusens was directly responsible. 


The Pretoria Supreme Court ruled on Friday [10 Feb- 
ruary] that Northwest agriculture minister Johannes 
Tselapedi was not entitled to bring the application to 
liquidate Liberty Foods on Agribank’s behalf, and post- 
poned the case until February 28 to allow a new board of 
directors to bring the application. 


Escoffery has paid one installment of R250,000 on the 
loan, which was subsequently increased to R16.6m. A 
second payment was not honoured by his bankers. 


Escoffery denies government's claim that the loan was 
“irregular”, since the 1981 Agricultural Bank of 
Bophuthatswana Act, which lays down the procedure for 
granting loans, was bantustan legislation. He claims it is 
now invalid. 


Maleb -e-Metsing, who was fired by Northwest premier 
Pope fe in November, returned to the provincial 
cabine: » *‘olefe’s “special adviser” last month fol- 
lowing \°'<i vention by the ANC national executive 
committee. 


Education Officials Held Hostage in E. Cape 


MB1602145095 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1400 GMT 16 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] In the Eastern Cape [Province], 
15 members of the province’s education conflict man- 
agement team are reported to be being held hostage by 
members of the Congress of South African Students, 
COSAS, and about 50 pupils from townships in Port 
Elizabeth. COSAS is demanding that the Eastern C ape 
education minister and her task groups find schools for 
pupils who have not been accommodated yet. COSAS 
members area also carrying out a sit-in at the Education 
Department buildings in Port Elizabeth. 


Students Damage Government Office in Durban 


MB1402201995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1253 GMT 14 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Durban Feb 14 SAPA—About 
300 disgruntled pupils from Amawoti, north of Durban, on 
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Tuesday trashed gove mment offices, damaging property 
valued at R600,000 [r.inds]. Police spckesman W/O [War- 
rant Officer] Vish Naidc 9 said one person was arrested and 
the rampaging pupils dispersed after police were called to 
the offices in Albert Street, Durban. He said the value of the 
damaged property was estimated at R600,000. 


The pupils, who on Monday disrupted a former Indian 
school in Phoenix, were protesting against teachers 
assigned to their Amandlethu High School. 


South African Democratic Teachers’ Union spokesman 
for the region, Chris Mlotshwa, said the pupils wanted 
the government to resolve problems at their school 
dating back to last year when teachers were not accepted 
by the community. He said teachers assigned to the 
school, catering for almost 1.000 pupils, apparent!y 
refused to work during examination time lest year. They 
were rejected by the community when they arrived to 
teach at the school this year. 


Amandlethu scholars on Monday rampaged through 
Westham Secondaiy School, demanding that Indian 
pupils join their planned protest to education offices in 
Durban on Tuesday. Several pupils were hurt and cars 
were damaged in the incident, which was later con- 
demned by the African National Congress Phoenix 
Branch, according to SABC [South African Broadcasting 
Corporation] Radio News. 


Mr Mlotshwa said “the sentiment expressed by kids is 
that they should disrupt nearby schools until their 
problem ts resolved”’. 


He said the same scholars were responsible for storming 
education administration offices in Durban about a 
fortnight ago when registration began at KwaZulu/Natal 
schools. 


Cape Town Students Lead ‘Terror Campaign’ 


MB1602143195 Johannesburg Radio Sou. 1 Africa 
Network in English 1400 GMT 16 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The center of Cape Town 
erupted in chaos this afternoon when thousands of 
pupils and teachers protested against the provincial 
education department’s handling of the Ruyterwacht 
school crisis. The township pupils were demanding that 
they be admitted to the mainly white Ruyterwacht 
school, where right-wingers and pupils have clashed for 
the past two days. Nick Whitely has the details: 


[Whitely] As thousands of protesters gathered outside 
the provincial government headquarters in Wales Street, 
hooligans embarked on a terror campaign of robberies, 
stabbings, and assaults on women. Among the victims 
were several journalists, including (Hesle Harmse) and 
Renette Fick of the SABC [South African Broadcasting 
Corporation] Radio News, and another reporter who was 
dragged across the street and beaten up. At least two 
foreign tourists were stabbed. 
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Witnesses said the police were on hand but did little to 
intervene. The thugs then went on the rampage in St. 
George’s Street, looting shops. The regional leader of the 
ANC, Chris Nissen, said he was outraged by the behavior 
of the hooligan element and appealed for calm. Later the 
crowd left the city and took to the trains. Education 
Minister Martha Olckers is due to meet leaders of the 
protest later today. 


University Official Calls Police Onto Campus 


MB1402202495 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 14 Feb 95 p 2 


[Report by Mduduzi Ka Harvey] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Wits [Witwatersrand] University 
vice-chancellor Bob Charlton has called in the SA [South 
Africa] Police Service to patrol his campus. This follows 
workers’ rampage through the institution last week 
breaking windows ari] assaulting security personnel. 


Thirty members of the National Education, Health and 
Allied Workers’ Union (NEHAWU) were arrested in 
connection with Friday’s rampage and released on bail. 


Charlton said: “After members of campus security were 
assaulted I had no choice but to call in the police.” Police 
would remain on campus until the situation calmed down. 


NEHAWU was attempting to force the university adminis- 
tration to reinstate nine dismissed staff members and with- 
draw disciplinary action against 39 workers and |! students 
linked to a hostage drama on campus in October. 


Charlton said workers stormed the university campus 
breaking glass in the catering department and stealing 
food and money. 


The disciplinary action against the workers and students 
would not be reversed. “The union is trying to bully us. 
The disciplinary procedure was legal, just and in line 
with the Labour Relations Act,” Charlton said. 


Students’ Representative Council president Muzi Sikha- 
khane said most students were not clear on what the union 
members were demanding and did not support them. 


Meanwhile negotiations between NEHAWU and the 
university are continuing. Both parties have selected 
arbitrators to look into the issue. 


NEHAWU secretary-general Neal Thobejane confirmed 
the arrest of 30 members of his organisation. “It was 
completely wrong for the police to be called,” Thobejane 
said. The union had been called on to the campus when 
workers went on the rampage, he said. “We talked to 
shop stewards who assured us our members were not 
involved,” he said. 
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NEHAWH! was investigating the circumstances of the 
destruction of property and would act against members who 
were found to have been involved. However, it was consid- 
ering other forms of action to force the university adminis- 
tration to reinstate the workers who had been fired. “Mass 
action will stop only when management decides to adopt a 
reasonable approach,’ Thobejane said. 


Trust Money for Ex-Political Prisoners Missing 


MB1402105895 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
14 Feb 95 pl 


[Report by Sibusiso Mabaso] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] A high-powered committee 
consisting of two premiers and seven prominent political 
activists has been appointed to investigate claims that 
millions of rands belonging to the Association of Ex- 
Political Prisoners [AEPP] were unaccounted for. 


The committee was formed after angry ex-political pris- 
oners—attending the Robben Island consultative confer- 
ence in Cape Town at the weekend—demanded to know 
what had happened to the AEPP and how the trust had 
spend funds donated by foreign donors. 


About R138 million [rands] was apparently donated by 
French, Australian and German donors. The funds were 
to be used towards alleviating the social and economic 
plight of ex-political prisoners. 


The shock disclosure of the alleged misappropriation of 
AEPP trust funds was made by a disgruntied former 
employee of the organisation at the Robben Island confer- 
ence, which brought together former political prisoners. 


The former AEPP emplovee later told the Sowetan in an 
interview that there were allegations that some funds had 
been used to purchase homes and cars for certain offi- 
cials and employees of the organisation. He claimed that 
seven cars belonging to the AEPP had been registered 
under the name of a senior AEPP official. 


Documents substantiating the former AEPP employee’s 
loans were produced during one of the plenary sessions 
of the conference. The session was told that none of the 
R138 million donated by foreign donors found its way to 
social upliftment projects. 


In addition, the session was also told that about R5 
million originally earmarked for Eastern Cape AEPP 
projects had apparently not been used for these schemes. 


The former employee said loans had been given to staff 
members and that he himself had borrowed large 
amounts of money without repaying them. He claimed 
some AEPP officials had used the money to finance their 
own private businesses. 


Angered by the allegations, the ex-political prisoners 
demanded a full explanation and immediate probe into 


FBIS-AFR-95-033 
17 February 1995 


the AEPP trust funds and urged that charges of theft 
should be laid against the culprits. 


AEPP official Mr Naledi Tsiki, who was chairing the 
conference, was asked by delegates to respond to the 
allegations. 


“Comrades, it is important to take note of the fact that 
there are no other officials of the AEPP present at this 
conference to answer your questions,” he told the con- 
ference. His utterances caused an uproar among the 
deiegates, who immediately shouted Kitsini down. 


A potentially explosive situation was averted when the 
ANC’s Ahmed Kathrada appealed for calm and told 
delegates to appoint a committee to investigate the 
financial affairs and activities of the AEPP. 


Those appointed to serve on the committee were Gau- 
teng premier Tokyo Sexwale, [Orange] Free State pre- 
mier Mr Terror Lekota. Mr Ahmed Kathrada, Dr 
Aubrey Mokoape, Mr Dikgang Moseneke, Mr Kwedi 
Mkhaliphe, Ms Thandi Modise, Ms Barbara Hogan and 
Mr Jeff Radebe. 


Aspects of ANC Code of Conduct Revealed 


MB1602150995 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 16 Feb 95 p 1 


[Report by David Greybe] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town—The ANC will 
hasten to implement a strict code of conduct for ANC 
MPs and senators which has been dormant for five 
months, after a spate of scanda!s involving !eading ANC 
figures. 


The ANC national executive committee will also appoint 
a disciplinary committee before the end of the month to 
deal with breaches of the “clean government” code. 


ANC MPs and senators at national and provincial level 
face “instant dismissal from government or Parliament” 
if found guilty of corruption, the code states. A similar 
fate awaits anyone guilty of ‘“‘public disagreement” with 
ANC policies. ANC sources said yesterday President 
Nelson Mandela had made it clear “the ANC needs to 
clean up :ts act”. One source said: “Mandela is on a bit 
of a mission at the moment over the issue.” The disci- 
plinary committee would. unlike other ANC commit- 
tees, report directly to the ANC’s “top six” leaders, 
including Mandela. ‘‘That shows how seriously the lead- 
ership is taking this matter,”’ the source said. 


ANC secretary-general Cyril Ramaphosa said the party 
was drawing up a full report on the code of conduct, to be 
presented to an executive committee meeting starting on 
February 25. It would also be released to the public. 


The report would list ANC elected members who had 
signed the code since its public unveiling in September 
last year, declared their assets, and given details of “‘all 
other positions from which there is pecuniary benefit”. 
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An ANC source said the code had been delayed because 
the ANC leadership was preoccupied with organising the 
December national conference, because of the end- 
of-year break and because the new executive had not 
held a “normal” meeting since its election. However, the 
delay had embarrassed the ANC in light of the contro- 
versies surrounding leading ANC figures such as Winnie 
Mandeia, Allan Boesak and Peter Mokaba. 


ANC MPs and senators had until October 8 last year to 
sign the code and declare their assets or forfeit their seats 
in the national or provincial parliaments. 


Not all ANC elected members had signed the code by the 
deadline, a source confirmed yesterday. However, late 
submissions would still be accepted. 


The code also stipulates that ANC Cabinet Ministers and 
provincial premiers must surrender directorships and 
hand over shares to a trust. They may not play “any 
active role” in profit-making institutions. MIs and sen- 
ators have to disclose any gifts received which exceed 
R200 [rands] in value. They also have to disclose any 
position held in organisations, companies and boards of 
directors from which they benefit financially. 


DP Leader Criticizes ANC Over Corruption 


MB1502175995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1536 GMT 15 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Benoni Feb 15 SAPA—The 
government should cut out corruption like a cancer 
because South Africa’s success in establishing conditions 
for economic growth would largely depend on how it 
dealt with the issue, Democratic Party [DP] leader Tony 
Leon said Wednesday night. Addressing a public 
meeting in the Benoni Town Hall, he said the cleansing 
and disinfecting process had to start from the top and 
“go downwards in a systematic way”. 


However the signs so far were not reassuring. If the ANC 
could nct see a conflict of interest between ANC MP Mr 
Peter Mokaba’s chairmanship of the parliamentary Port- 
folio Committee on Tourism and his private enterprise 
position which funded a R250,000 [rand] a year salary in 
the National Tourism Forum, “then it will choose never 
to see less glaring conflicts of interest than that’. If 
nobody in government would take the rap for allegations 
of major maladministration in the Transkei, the govern- 
ment could hardly expect the public service not to 
misuse public funds; 


If Mrs Winnie Mandela (deputy minister of arts, culture, 
science and technology) saw nothing wrong with allega- 
tions of advancing her daughter's career through her 
state office, or hitching a foreign investor's tourism 
promotion schemes to the ANC Womens’ League, the 
ANC was unlikely to be vigilant about more subtle forms 
of “‘crony capitalism and unfair competition”. 


Mr Leon said the bulwark against corruption was three- 
fold: a free, inquiring press, a fearless and untainted 
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parliamentary opposition, and an independent and pow- 
erful judiciary. South Africa fortunately had all three but 
the press and the law could not of themselves assure 
honesty or prevent a more pervasive, corrosive type of 
corruption—the “‘get rich quick” mindset that looked on 
chicanery, connections and power as the road to riches. 


De Klerk Denies Rumors of No-Confidence Vote 


MB1602173695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1709 GMT 16 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Feb 16 SAPA— 
National Party [NP] leader F W de Klerk moved swiftly 
on Thursday to dispel rumours that NP backbenchers 
were threatening to pass a vote of no confidence in the 
party leadership. He said at a briefing that discussions in 
Thursday’s caucus meeting had been constructive and 
members’ contributions dispelled the perception that 
there was 2 serious crisis in the party. 


Concerns raised in the caucus, which could be expected 
from any well-meaning South African, would be tabled 
at a broader party caucus on Saturday. Mr de Klerk said 
the NP believed in a form of power-sharing for South 
Africa, but was not married to the concept of a govern- 
ment of national unity [GNU]. A winner-takes-all dis- 
pensation would not work for the country and the final 
constitution could depart from the enforced coalition of 
the GNU. 


Mr de Klerk said he was looking forward to the next 
session of Parliament, during which the NP would focus 
on the burning issues of the day in a constructive 
manner. The NP would review decisions of the GNU on 
their merits, but would not hesitate to express criticism 
when necessary. He said the period following last year’s 
election was devoted to setting up structures. building 
working relations and setting rules. 


One of the major issues for 1995 was the management of 
affirmative action to achieve its positive goals, which the 
NP supported, whilst preventing it from becoming 
counter-productive for reconciliation and nation- 
building. The Reconstruction and Development Pro- 
gramme [RDP] should succeed and the NP would guard 
against the RDP being hijacked by any political party. 
“Unless the RDP succeeded in delivering within a rea- 
sonabie time and met the expectations of people, the 
whole country would have lost out.” 


South Africans should deal with their past in a way that 
served reconciliation and nation-building and removed 
uncertainty. Education policies would have to be imple- 
mented according to both the letter and spirit of the 
constitution to prevent recrimination. 


ANC To Sell Shell House To Cut Costs 
MB1602191195 Johanneshurg FINANCE WEEK 
in English 9-15 February 95 p 16 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The ANC is to sell Shell House 
in Johannesburg, the huge high-rise building it bought 
early in 1991. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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ANC spokesman Senator Jackson Mthembu says the 
decision is the result of most ANC staff relocating to 
government in Cape Town and others being retrenched. 
“The National Executive Committee and the leadership 
have taken a principled decision to leave the Shell House 
building as we only use a small portion of it,” he notes. 


The building that was abuzz for four years with some of 
the most historic meetings and figures in SA’s [South 
Africa] history is now quiet. The ANC is presently 
occupying only four floors of the 21-floor building, and 
three have been sub-let. 


Sold for R [rand] 20m [million] in 1991, real estate 
valuers say its present worth is not much higher. The 
area around it has become one of Johannesburg's high 
crime spots while other drawbacks include poor parking 
facilities. 


The ANC has yet to find a suitable alternative in 
Johannesburg. “We need to be accessible to our mem- 
bership,’ Mthembu maintains. That rules out trendy 
office space in Johannesburg’s Rosebank or Sandton. 
The ANC is more likely to seek inner-city premises close 
to taxi and bus ranks and rail stations. 


Mthembu describes the present state of ANC finances as 
“quite encouraging”. He adds: ‘“*We have been able to do 
away with some huge overdrafts that we had over the 
past few months. We no longer owe anybody a cent.” 


He says the ANC is presently doing fund-raising for the 
local government elections, internally and overseas. 
Money is being raised by the former anti-apartheid 
Organisations as well as from some foreign countries and 
businessmen. 


Cutting down staff had also led to some cost savings, and 
the ANC has also sold around 130 of its fleet of 700 
vehicles. ““Restructuring the ANC has meant we no 
longer need such a big fleet. The leadership is smaller, 
and where we had 12 departments we now have around 
six. The staff complement is down to around 300 
people, from just over a thousand,” explains Mthembu. 


Recent ANC-IFP Clashes Leave Over 40 Dead 


MB1402091895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0835 GMT 14 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Durban Feb 14 SAPA—At least six 
people were killed in KwaZulu/Natal on Monday, three of 
them in hostels in Durban, police said on Tuesday. 


Two men were executed outside Dalton Road hostel and 
another was killed in a shootout at Glebelands hostel. Over 
40 people have been murdered in less than three months at 
the two hostels in hostilities between African National 
Congress and Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] supporters. 


Police said three other people died on the south coast 
and in Durban, where a suspected robber was shot dead 
by police while allegedly trying to escape. 
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The latest killings bring to 18 the number of people killed 
in the province since last Friday. Six of them died in 
faction fighting in the northern KwaZulu/Natal area of 
Mahlabathini, near Ulundi. 


South African Press Review for 15 Feb 
MB1502114695 


[FBIS Editorial Report} 


THE STAR 


‘Commitment’ of Constitutional Court Judges— 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 15 February in 
a page 14 editorial says a criticism of South Africa’s 
Constitutional Court is that ‘‘only four of the judges are 
black. Against that, however, the white judges are people 
with a record of defending human rights against the 
brutalities of apartheid. A clear majority of judges are 
people with past links to, or sympathies with, the ANC. 
That has given rise to a degree of scepticism over their 
willingness to rein in an ANC government. But the 
judges have all undertaken to sever formal ties with the 
ANC and to put loyalty to the constitution above party 
political sympath.es. Their commitment should be 
accepted in good faith.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Call for Constitutional Court ‘Political Independence’— 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 15 February 
in a page 14 editorial comments on the official inaugura- 
tion of the Constitutional Court on 14 February, saying: 
“It will not have escaped notice that those court members 
known to have political affiliatons are ANC-aligned. It is 
only by convincing sceptics of its political independence 
that the court will become a fully legitimate safety valve in 
our conflict-ridden society. It is, for example, only a matter 
of time before the Inkatha-led KwaZulu/Natal or NP 
[National Party]-run Western Cape governments bring an 
action on the division of powers between regions and the 
centre. Any judgement favouring the centre will be scruti- 
nised closely for signs of partiality.” The “flavour” of the 
Constitutional Court “will be determined by decisions in 
areas such as this one.” 


Chiefs Key to KwaZulu/Natal Election—A second edi- 
torial on the same page says “it makes little sense for 
KwaZulu/Natal’s MEC [Member of the Executive 
Council] for local government, Peter Miller, to express 
dismay at the slow progress in registering voters for the 
local government elections when the party he represents, 
the Inkatha Freedom Party, is obstructing the process.” 
Of all the nine regions, KwaZulu/Natal “appears to have 
the biggest problem.” “An average of 80,000 voters must 
be registered every working day if deadlines are to be 
met, but reports indicate that three weeks into the 
process, only 0.3 percent of the region's 5-million-strong 
electorate has registered.” In addition, most of Kwa- 
Zulu/Natal’s chiefs have said they will not participate in 
the electoral process until central government meets 
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certain demands, and “registration is proceeding only in 
the few areas where they do not hold sway.” “The fact is 
that the chiefs hold key to the local government elections 
in KwaZulu/Natal. They are therefore Inkatha’s trump 
card in its struggle with the ANC for mediation and, 
ultimately, quasi-autonomy for the province.” 


SOWETAN 


Constitutional Court—A page 10 editorial in Johannes- 
burg 30WETAN in English on 15 February comments 
on the official inauguration of the Constitutional Court 
saying: ““There was valid criticism that the Constitu- 
tional Court, as currently composed, does not adequately 
reflect the demographics of South Africa and that some 
of the judges are steeped in the judicial traditions of the 
apartheid era.”’ But that is now ‘“‘academic” since “‘com- 
promises had to be made to give birth to the new South 
Africa and the Constitutional Court is a reality.” 


BEELD 


Call for State To Accept AWB Request to Extend 
Amnesty—"The statement by AWB [Afrikaner Weer- 
standsbeweging; Afrikaner Resistance Movement] leader 
Eugene Terreblanche that the war is over literally means 
very little,” notes an editorial on page 8 of Johannesburg 
BEELD in Afrikaans of 10 February. Nevertheless, ‘‘it 
may contain an emotional message which needs to be 
heeded. True, Mr. Terreblanche’s pronouncements 
seldom have any relation to reality,” but “his erstwhile 
war talk and the way it was received by his followers 
could be interpreted as the symptoms of a deep uncer- 
tainty and insecurity as a result of the rapid changes to 
the world they know. But in the past 9 months since the 
election it has become clear that their fears were 
unfounded. and they perhaps feel they can now make 
peace with their new circumstances.” “The government 
could well consider agreeing to his request to extend the 
amnesty date to 10 May 1994. It would be a gesture to 
promote peace and reconfiliation.” 


NP May Become Irrelevant—Columnist Willie Kuhn 
writes in his “Political Beeld’ column on the same page 
of BEELD: “Factions within the NP are as old at the 
party itself.” ““There are those who say that the dimin- 
ished power base of the party has brought its differences 
to the surface,” but ““even when the NP was at the peak 
of its power, it experienced some of its bloodiest internal 
battles.’ Total unity among Afrikaners, says Kuhn, “‘is a 
futile dream. Afrikaners find themselves in all political 
groupings and this makes of them true South Africans 
who can serve the country in various ways.” “There is a 
lot of work ahead for them before their good faith in the 
new South Africa can be accepted. They must help with 
reconstruction and development. They must reach out. 
They must develop an understanding of black aspira- 
tions.” “If the NP wants to survive and grow, it must 
present a leadership corps which can inspire millions of 
blacks. That is the only way the party can become a truly 
representative party. If the politics of fear becomes its 
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motivation, and if it tries to remain purely ethnic, it will 
attenuate until it becomes as irrelevant as some right- 
wing parties. One hopes that the NP is not going through 
a reverse Rubicon. It could be fatal for the party.” 


South African Press Review for 16 Feb 
MB1602123095 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


Need for Work Force Cooperation—‘‘All signs of eco- 
nomic recovery are there,” says a page 20 editorial in 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 16 February. 
South Africans ‘“‘need to know that economic improve- 
ment is about to follow poli:ical change.” But South 
Africans also need to know “how fragile growth can be.” 
The government’s proposed labor legislation is “‘an 
honest attempt to bring stability to the workplace. With 
efforts being made to assist workers, they, in turn, need 
to appreciate the importance of resolving disputes with a 
minimum of disruption. The time has come for everyone 
to pull together to show the world our determination to 
make the economy work.” 


Criticism of Busing Black Schoolchildren—A second 
editorial on the same page believes that busing as a way 
of facilitating the integration of formerly racially segre- 
gated schools or making good use of available facilities 
“has never been an effective solution.” “When it was 
first tried in the U.S. in the 1960s, it resulted in ugly 
racial confrontations. The same is now happening here: 
right-wingers armed with chains and whips and accom- 
panied by snarling dogs terrorised black schoolchildren 
bused into their neighbourhood in Cape Town this 
week.” In the country’s interest, available facilities 
should be put to good use, “‘and no school should be half 
empty or vacant when thousands of children in the 
townships either have no schools or have to make do 
with overcrowded classes. But busing is not the answer, 
and can even be provocative—especially when 3.000 
pupils are bused to a school meant for 900.” 


SOWETAN 


Call for Clamp Down on Unions, MK Infringing Rights 
of Others—Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 16 
February in a page 10 editorial welcomes Justice Min- 
ister Dullah Omar’s warning of a crack down on public 
lawlessness. ‘The time has come to disabuse trade union 
members who feel they can trash the businesses of their 
employers, or disgruntled MK [Umkhonto we Sizwe— 
Spear of the Nation; ANC military wing] members who 
believe they have a right to vandalise the property of 
others.” A “‘democracy is in place and the country is 
moving rapidly to a more open society. There is no 
excuse for not using the channels that provide direct 
access to Parliament and the President’s office.” Society 
“demands tough action against those who abuse their 
democratic rights to infringe the rights of others.”’ 
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THE CITIZEN 


President’s ‘Tough Line’ on Government Members Wel- 
come—Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 15 
February in its page 6 editorial is “pleased” that Presi- 
dent Mandela has insisted on, and received, an apology 
from his estranged wife, Mrs Winnie Mandela, for her 
“criticism of the government of national unity.” “‘It is 
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time Mrs Mandela accepted that the liberation strug- 
glehas been won, and that there is no need for her to fight 
battles that are no longer of any consequence.” THE 
CITIZEN is also pleased President Mandela has threat- 
ened to act firmly against any other members of the 
government who publicly contradict policy decisions. 
That President Mandela has “taken a tough line, augurs 
well for the running of the government, since he must 
show that he is able to act strongly where necessary.” 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Angola 


Samakuva on UNITA Role in Government 


MB1702094195 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 16 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Isaias Samakuva, UNITA 
[National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
representative on the Joint Commission, said today that 
aspects of the Lusaka Protocol could be renegotiated. 
Specifically, he mentioned UNITA’s participation in 
Angola's elected government. He said UNITA might 
prefer to remain in the opposition. 


[Begin recording] [Samakuva] Nothing special has hap- 
pened in Bailundo. 


[Unidentified correspondent] Were any recommenda- 
tions made? 


[Samakuva] There were many recommendations, some 
of them relating to the peace process. There is no special 
recommendation worth mentioning. 


[Correspondent] Would you like to discuss some of the 
recommendations? 


{[Samakuva] The recommendations have to do with the 
peace process. It is a long process and a number of steps 
need to be taken. The recommendations will be sub- 
mitted to the Joint Commission as the process unfolds. 


[Correspondent] How do you see the process? 


{[Samakuva] I think the process is unfolding slowly, but 
that could be explained by a number of reasons. As you 
know, there have been several meetings, including two 
attended by the military chiefs. There are still out- 
standing issues. I hope the armed forces have begun to 
disengage in Uige Province today. All these issues are 
delaying the process. They ought to be addressed so that 
the process gains the momentum we all want. 


{Correspondent] What is delaying the disengagement of 
forces in Uige? 


[Samakuva] There are various reasons, but I would not 
like to contradict what the military chiefs have dis- 
cussed. I feel that everything should follow the protocol’s 
timetable; otherwise, we would be hindering the imple- 
mentation of the protocol as a whole. 


[Correspondent] What is UNITA’s stand on the free 
movement of people and goods? 


[Samakuva] That ts the sixth phase of the Lusaka Proto- 
col’s second stage. There are phases of the first and 
second stages of the protocol that have not yet been 
completed. When one tries to ignore the set order, the 
implementation of subsequent phases will be jeopar- 
dized. There is a pressing need to remove hurdles that 
exist in just about every part of the country, but I think 
we should not do things in a hurry and thus neglect other 
aspects of the process. 
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[Correspondent] A resolution approved at UNITA’s con- 
gress raises questions about its participation in government. 


[Samakuva] I would not say that. The resolution is clear 
when it says UNITA prefers to remain in the opposition. 
UNITA participation would depend on the adoption ofa 
common program of action. 


[Correspondent] As a negotiator of the Lusaka Protocol, do 
you not think the resolution contravenes the protocol? 


{Samakuva] I think the protocol has its own dynamics. If 
UNITA or the government feels there are issues to be 
discussed for the sake of the country and the people, I do 
not think there should be obstacles, as long as they do not 
change the basis of the protocol. [end recording] 


UNITA To Finish Uige Disengagement 19 Feb 


MB1702055295 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 16 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] has not yet 
assembled its military personnel in Negage as stipulated 
at the Waku Kungo meeting. It says it does not have 
enough space to install its soldiers who are in Uige. 
General Chris Garuba of Unavem [UN Angola Verifica- 
tion Mission]-2 was in Uige today where he met with 
UNITA officials, namely Deputy President Antonio 
Dembo and Generals Ben-Ben and Abilio Puma, from 
whom he received assurances that the disengagement of 
UNITA troops would be finished by 19 February. 


[Begin recording] [Garuba in English fading into Portu- 
guese translation] The disengagement in Huambo was 
completed on schedule, but the disengagement at Uige has 
not begun because of problems in the area. I was in Uige 
yesterday and today my delegation also was in Negage to 
hold meetings with UNITA authorities to find out what 
their difficulties are and to find a positive solution to the 
problems. The meeting today was very useful; it was very 
beneficial. My delegation was led by myself and in the 
company of military personnel from the observer coun- 
tries—Portugal, the United States, and Russia; the UNITA 
team was led by General Dembo, the vice president of 
UNITA; Gen. Ben-Ben; General Numa; commander of the 
Northern Front; General Apolo; General (Chirumu). chief 
of Intelligence for UNITA; and a number of distinguished 
members of the UNITA delegation. As I said, the meeting 
was fruitful and we have now come out with a new plan to 
facilitate the completion of the disengagement in Uige. 
UNITA will start the disengagement tomorrow and will 
complete it by 19 February. 


[Unidentified correspondent] You said the disengage- 
ment has not begun because of problems on the ground. 
What specific problems are there in Uige? 
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{Garuba] Well, there are problems on the ground. You 
see, in Waku Kungo it was agreed that the UNITA troops 
should move from Uige to the Negage area. UNITA has 
complained that there is no space in Negage because the 
troops from Uige are so many, and due to water prob- 
lems and other difficulties they will not be able to 
concentrate their forces in Negage. Moreover, UNITA 
feels that in accordance with the Lusaka Protocol we 
should not [words indistinct]. So we were able to con- 
vince them and they have now agreed to comply with 
what was agreed on in Waku Kungo, and they will now 
disengage completely from Uige into Negage and Qui- 
texe as a first step, and when the time comes [words 
indistinct]. [end recording] 


Botswana 


Rioting Students Storm Parliament, Loot Stores 


MB1602165995 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network 
in English 1610 GMT 16 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The riots over the death of 
Segametsi Mogomotsi in Mochudi appear to have spilled 
over to Gaborone, where students of the University of 
Botswana [UB] have been under pursuit by the Special 
Support Group. 


Almost all shops and businesses in the main mall had 
their windows smashed by the students fleeing from the 
riot squad, which was firing tear gas at them. Some of the 
stores were looted. At least one person was arrested. The 
students had earlier stormed Parliament, which is still at 
the early stages of the current session. The students 
apparently entered the House through the door used by 
members of Parliament after overpowering the guard. 
They were dispersed from the house by tear gas. 


Parliament had to adjourn for about 20 minutes after the 
incident. The students then blocked Khama Crescent 
from the Ministry of Education to Seretse House, pelting 
all government-registered cars with stones. Also affected 
in the riots is the Barclays Bank mall branch, which had 
most of its windows pelted. The police also stormed 
(Kirulo) House, chasing out some students who had 
sought refuge there. Some members of Parliament called 
for the adjournment of the House in view of the distur- 
bance but the speaker maintained that deliberations 
should continue as the situation was under control. 


The minister for presidential affairs and public adminis- 
tration, Mr. Ponatshego Kedikilwe, told the house that the 
UB students had been refused permission to demonstrate 
over the apparent ritual murder of Segametsi Mogomotsi 
by the police. Meanwhile, it’s reported that a member of 
the presidential guard was taken to hospital with serious 
injuries after apparently being hit by a stone. 


The president, Sir Ketumile Masire, who was in Parlia- 
ment, was unharmed. 
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President Unharmed in Riot 


MB1602180495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1744 GMT 16 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Gaborone Feb 16 SAPA— 
Botswana’s President Ketumile Masire was hurried out 
of the National Assembly in Gaborone on Thursday 
when it was invaded by a group of rioting students from 
the University of Botswana. The students’ stay in Par- 
liament was brief. They were ejected by police and 
soldiers but a security force member was taken to hos- 
pital after being hit by a stone. 


Dr Masire was not harmed but was hurried away by the 
presidential guard as helicopters hovered overheard. The 
students were rioting in apparent protest against the 
ritual murder of a 14-year-old girl from a nearby com- 
munity. Most were dispersed by police using rubber 
bullets and teargas. In the wake of the protest armed 
policemen and soldiers guarded Parliament. 


Earlier in the day rioters were chased into the centre of 
Gaborone where police beat them with batons. The 
students smashed windows at Standard Bank and Bar- 
clays Bank and a few businesses. Most firms then closed 
for fear of looting. Soldiers and police drove the rioters 
from the city centre and then barricaded the university. 


The riot was apparently triggered by the ritual murder of 
Segametsi Mogomotsi last November in Mochudi, about 
40km north of Gaborone. Four suspects, including her 
mentally retarded father who is still being held, were 
arrested. But the other three were released because of 
lack of evidence, which led to protests in Mochudi in 
January when students torched properties belonging to 
those released and damaged government vehicles. Police 
were also patrolling Mochudi on Thursday where a 
further outbreak of violence was feared. Although the 
murder of the girl was cited as the reason for the riot, 
other underlying issues are unemployment and televised 
scenes of unrest in South Africa. 


President, Colleagues Said Drifting Apart 


MB1102170895 Gaborone THE BOTSWANA 
GAZETTE in English 1 Feb 95 pp 5, 9 


[Article by Outsa Mokone] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] There are growing fears within 
the ruling Botswana Democratic Party [BDP] ranks that 
unless the deepening party schism is arrested now, 
President Sir Ketumile Masire may well find himself 
presiding over a minority government as most of his 
parliamentarians are already technically estranged from 
his policies. 


However there seems to be no end to the split as some of 
the party members who identify themselves as members 
of the so-called Merafhe faction maintain that the Pres- 
ident can no longer be seen as a unifying figure of the 
BDP in Parliament because they identify him with the 
rival Kwelagobe camp. 
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And the question of his eventual succession may well 
tear the Party apart. 


The first session of the Seventh Parliament which 
adjourned last December was characterised by three key 
battle grounds—the election of the National Assembly 
Speaker, the motion calling for the amendment of sec- 
tions 77 and 78 of the Constitution which enumerates 
the principal tribes of Botswana and the debate of 
President Masire’s state of the nation address. 


The spectre of the leadership challenge that Sir Ketumile 
successfully headed off more than a decade ago, returned 
to haunt him when he was forced to climb down on his 
bid to stop his long time rival Moutlakgola Nwako from 
being re-elected speaker of Parliament. Northerners 
defied the President, who BDP members say, preferred 
veteran party member Kebatlamang Morake, former 
Minister of Agriculture who lost his seat to the Botswana 
National Front’s [BNF] Gilson Saleshando. They sup- 
ported Nwako’s candidacy. 


The Merafhe camp has more members in Parliament 
than the Kwelagobe faction and combined with the 13 
BNF parliamentarians they were an overwhelming 
majority. Their rivals backed down and Nwako was 
elected unanimously. 


Nwako’s election was seen by some as a no confidence 
vote in the President, and while Sir Ketumile soldiers on 
some members speculate that he may not last his term of 
office of five years. 


BDP insiders say he finds himself at odds with the north- 
erners again over the motion to amend sections 77 and 78 
of the Botswana Constitution which seeks to give all tribes 
equal status. Speculation is that the motion, which was 
deferred twice and is due to be tabled again when parlia- 
ments sits in two weeks is supported by the Vice President 
Festus Mogae, Cabinet Ministers Lt Gen Mompati 
Merafhe, Dr Gaositwe Chiepe, Mr Chapson Butale and Mr 
Bahiti Temane and most BDP backbenchers. 


The Motion which was proposed by Sebina Gweta 
parliamentarian, Olifant Mfa also has the support of all 
BNF Parliamentarians. This combined force is pitted 
against President Masire and members of the Kwelagobe 
camp who are in the minority. 


The stakes are said to be so high that Kwelagobe sup- 
porters like Assistant Minister of Local Government 
Lands and Housing, Lesedi Mothibamele who come 
from “minority tribes’’ find themselves torn between 
their belief in the principle of the equality of all tribes 
and loyalty to their faction. It is understood that a series 
of BDP parliamentary caucuses have failed to find 
common ground between the two sides of the argument 
on the motion and they continue to pull in opposite 
directions. 


It is reported that when parliament adjourned in 
December Mogae prevailed on the parliamentary caucus 
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to defer the debate on the motion for the second time 
and the buzz in the parliament corridors was that Mogae 
was acting under instructions of the President who 
feared a display of BDP disunity when it came to a vote 
on the motion. 


Party insiders say the extent of the BDP’s problems was 
also shown by an increasing tendency among Party 
member to go against party policy during the debate on 
President Masire’s State of the Nation speech. “In the 
past BDP parliamentarians resolved their differences 
within the party caucus and these were never carried to 
the parliament floor. Now the party frequently suffers 


humiliation from ‘loose canons’,” said political ieader. 


Parliamentarians Michael Tshipinare and Lemme 
Makgekgenene openly supported the BNF’s call for the 
reduction of the voting age and for an independent in the 
last seating of parliament, siding with the Botswana 
National Front on these issues, an unheard of phenom- 
enon in the past. 


Specially elected MP Joy Phumaphi came down heavily 
against the BDP government human rights record and 
Ngami Parliamentarian, Jacob Nkate last week joined 
the growing line of BDP MPs who punched holes in the 
perty policies when he accused the party of lack of 
transparency. 


The GAZETTE learnt that the BDP started the seventh 
Parliament on the wrong footing, wii!) .nembers of the 
Merafhe camp riled by the President's cabinet appoint- 
ments, which they saw as a move ‘o rehabilitate the 
Kwelagobe axis, which suffered a massive decline in 
fortunes at the elections. In fact, it 1s understood that 
some northern backbenchers appealed to their stable 
mates in the front bench to adopt a get tough stand and 
reject their appointments to cabinet. 


Political observers say that it is no longer a question of if, 
but rather when, President Masire will leave the presidency. 


Opposition Says Budget Not To Help Unemployed 


MB1502062595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2348 GMT 14 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Gaborone Feb 14 SAPA—The 
opposition Botswana National Front (BNF) said on 
Tuesday that Monday’s budget had done nothing to 
alleviate unemployment, particularly in rural areas. 


Spokesman Othaila Mabaile said on Gaborone Televi- 
sion the government had done little to bring relief to the 
country’s drought-stricken farmers. 


“Subsistence farming has collapsed,” he said. “Jobs 
offered by the government’s development projects will 
not be able to absorb the job-seekers who will start to 
migrate to the towns again.” 


Botswana’s official unemployment rate is 25 per cent; 
unofficial estimates put it as high as 50 per cent if those 
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who have lost employment after working, mostly as 
family, in traditional jobs on cattle posts are included. 


“The government should do more to encourage tradi- 
tional farmers to develop commercial ventures,” Mr 
Mabaile said. “To encourage investment is good, but 
there must be help for all our people.” 


In a budget intended to attract foreign investment, 
Vice-President and Minister of Finance and Develop- 
ment Planning Festus Mogae cut corporate tax from 35 
per cent to 25 per cent, with an extra 10 per cent cut for 
manufacturing businesses. 


Mr Mogae said the government was considering more 
privatisation of parastatal ope.ations and was revamping 
education to become more vocationally orientated. 


The reaction to the budget from the business sector was 
more positive. In the same programme, Charles Middle- 
ton, managing director of Barclays Bank Botswana, said 
the government’s initiative to encourage the private 
sector to take a more important role in the economy was 
positive. Botswana’s businessmen had to accept the 
challenge. 


‘What actually happens, particularly to the number of 
jobs created, is up to us in the private sector,” he said. 
‘We must take the measures that we have been afforded 
by the government and use them effectively.” 


Alan Norrie, chief executive of the Botswana Share 
Market, described the budget as good news. 


“We have seen a significant drop in corporate taxes and 
this is good news for business,” he said ‘Foreign inves- 
tors will be able to seriously consider Botswana as a place 
to invest in...as a home for their operations.” 


Lesotho 


King on Role, Relationship With Government 


MB1502112495 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 15 Feb 95 


[Interview with King Moshoeshoe II by correspondent 
Timothy Ecott in Maseru; date not given—recorded] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Announcer] It’s barely three 
weeks since Lesotho’s King Moshoeshoe II was restored 
to his throne, and it’s nearly five years since he was 
forced to give up the monarchy by the former Military 
Council. The issue of the king’s return caused major 
political upheaval, and the confrontation between Prime 
Minister Ntsu Mokhehle and Moshoeshoe’s son, Letsie, 
who finally abdicated last month in favor of his father. 
At the reinstatement ceremony on January 25, the prime 
minister made it clear that he didn’t want the king to 
take an active part in politics. In Maseru our colleague, 
Timothy Ecott, has been talking to King Moshoeshoe, 
and he asked him if he had a problem in his relations 
with the government. 
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[Moshoeshoe] I have made it very clear to the prime 
minister on the 25th and then subsequently that I’m 
willing and ready and prepared to discuss with him 
whatever issue he wished to discuss with me. I’ve made 
it quite clear about my commitment, which is national 
reconciliation leading to unity through justice and peace. 


[Ecott] Your Majesty, you may be available for consulta- 
tion, and you may have shown your willingness, but how 
much willingness is there on the part of government to 
actually involve you actively in the running of the country? 


[Moshoeshoe] Obviously, that will be for them to tell 
you, but on my part, I’ve made my position quite clear. 
I want to be as helpful as I possibly can in my role. I want 
to be as positive as | can, and I want to be as constructive 
as I can. 


[Ecott] People who are not necessarily monarchists have 
said in the past few months: Let’s have King Moshoeshoe 
back, but as long as he doesn’t get involved in government. 
We don’t want the traditional monarch getting involved in 
the democratic process of running Lesotho. 


{[Moshoeshoe; Well, I have just explained my position, and 
I’m willing and ready to be of help, to assist and play the 
role that is laid down for a constitutional monarch to play. 


{Ecott] But is that role, perhaps, just as a figurehead? 


[Moshoeshoe] Well, it depends on how you define these 
terms, but I have made my position quite clear publicly: It is 
to play a positive role, an objective role, a constructive role 
in nation-building, in reconstruction and reconciliation. 


{Ecott] The last few months have seen upheaval in 
Lesotho, and there has been trouble in the civil service 
and with the Army, and it’s obviously something which 
you're not directly connected with. But do you think 
there is a time of peace coming to Lesotho, or can people 
expect further Army revolts, etc., as poverty takes a grip 
on the country? 


{Moshoeshoe] I very much hope and pray that Lesotho 
will now enter a new era of stability, a new era of open 
opportunities for all. We’ve gone through a very sad 
history, and I think one would like to think and one 
would like to hope that all of us have learned from the 
past mistakes. 


[Ecott] Do you feel personally safe and secure here? 


[Moshoeshoe] Personally, I have always felt secure in 
Lesotho. I’m not conscious 0: anything that would lend 
to my feeling of being unsafe or insecurity. But you 
know, you never can know. You can have an accident on 
the road, or you can fa! the stairs and something 
drastic can happen to ) s how life is, and one has 
got to look at it in that 
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[Ecott] It was said to me by your staff that | shouldn’t 

talk to you in the palace because that would be politically 
nsuitable because the government likes to keep an eye 

Git Who comes to see you and what you say to them. 


{Moshoeshoe] Well, I'm not quite sure what you are 
referring to, but the point I want to make quite clear is 
that | have made my remarks to you in the context and 
in the light of what I personally had indicated to be my 
position to the prime minister. And doubtlessly, he will 
be aware, or he is aware of your presence in Lesotho. I 
don’t know. Are you then free, as king of Lesotho, to see 
who you wish when you wish? I'm not aware that there 
are any restrictions. 


[Ecott] And just then it was pointed out to me that, 
technically, under the terms of your agreement with the 
prime minister, that you should advise the government if 
you were receiving someone from the press, 1s that true? 


[Moshoeshoe] I’m sure thcse experts who also know 
better about the rules and regulations of procedures and 
protocol, etc., will be able to guide all of us as to how best 
we conduct ourselves. 


{Ecott] But as constitutional monarch, surely you occupy 
the number one seat in this country, or not? 


{[Moshoeshoe] I suppose, in a sense, one could say that, 
but all of us have got a constitutional position, whether 
one is king or prime minister, or minister, or even a chief 
justice. We all have a constitutional position to play. We 
are guided by the Constitution. We are guided by the 
existing statutes, rules and regulations. 


[Ecott] What about the social situation in Lesotho? A lot 
of people predicted that when peace or stability came to 
South Africa, when democracy came to South Africa, 
things would look quite bleak for Lesotho, because its 
status as a Frontline state and as an independent mon- 
archy within the borders of a country which was not 
democratic would mean that it became less important as 
far as aid and donors were concerned? 


[Moshoeshoe] Well, my own personal view is that that 
need not be so. There’s no need to look at South Africa 
as if it’s going to overshadow Lesotho in any way. My 
own personal view has always been that Lesotho and 
South Africa are historically and geographically insepa- 
rable neighbors, and they have got to find ways and 
means of living together in harmony and helping each 
other out, as good neighbors should. 


{Ecott] But is there a danger? Do you think there’s a real 
danger that South Africa might (?encompass) Lesotho 
within its borders and do away with its independence? 


{[Moshoeshoe] I haven't got the faintest idea, but I'd like 
to assume, knowing the leadership of South Africa as 
little as I do, that they have no intention whatever of 
reducing Lesotho to the kind of level that you are talking 
about. There’s no evidence that I'm aware of, or that I’ve 
ever been aware of, that they intend to place Lesotho in 
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the kind of position that you are referring to. There’s no 
evidence of that, and I don’t think it is their intention 
now or in the near future. 


jEcoit] You must be aware, though, that there are people 
in Lesotho who talk about that kind of situation—who 
say: Well, we'd actually be better off if we did away with 
our border and became some kind of a province of South 
Africa rather than an independent country. 


[Moshoeshoe] Actually, Lesotho is a free society with 
freedom of expression and freedom of opinion, and I 
can’t comment on that. 


Mozambique 


Dhiakama Discusses Government Performance 


MB1502133995 Maputo SAVANA in Portuguese 
3 Feb 95 n 2-4 


[Interview with Renamo President Afonso Dhlakama by 
SAVANA correspondent Lourenco Jossias in Maputo on 
1 February] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Jossais] First of all, we would 
like to know how you view the present political atmo- 
sphere after the swearing in of the new government. 


[Dhlakama] I am very happy to see that for the first time 
in the history of Mozambique, we have a government 
elected by the people. All the same, it is still too early to 
assess what will happen because the government was 
formed and sworn in a few days ago. Many ministers are 
still on leave and they have not yet begun to work. It is 
therefore very difficult to assess the activities of the 
government. 


I would say, however, that I foresee many problems with 
regard to attitudes, programs, and prospects. First, Pres- 
ident Chissano has failed to fulfill his promises to the 
people. He said that if he won the elections, he would 
consult other leaders in the formation of his government. 
He also promised to work with members of other parties, 
including individuals—engineers, economists, and 
entrepreneurs—but all this failed to materialize. We now 
see that the government is solely made up of Mozam- 
bique Liberation Front [Frelimo}] members. 


I am not trying to criticize but it is difficult to speak of 
changes from one day to another, particularly for the 
Frelimo Party wich has been in power for the last 20 
years. Since independence, the Frelimo party officials 
have had a different way, a different style of work, and it 
is therefore not easy for them to suddenly change simply 
because we have held elections. The same people are in 
the government and the Frelimo Party's philosophy and 
strategy have not changed. 


It is therefore doubtful that this government will do what 
the Frelimo Party promised or what is written in its 
programs. This is the comment I can make with regard to 
this government. 
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[Jossias} Does the situation created in the country with 
the introduction of multipartyism and the holding of 
elections in any way guarantee changes? 


{[Dhlakama] It is enough to see what is going on in 
Parliament. We must still make great efforts to see it 
functioning. For example, today is | February and so far 
nothing has been done by this Parliament. [passage 
omitted] 


This week I write to Mr. Mulembwe, chairman of the 
Assembly of the Republic, to ask him to convene a 
session for this month. We cannot wait until March. It 
will be too late. Our Parliament must portray an image 
that it is working. It must show that it is functioning. 
Why can it not meet this February? What is more, as the 
leader of opposition, I note that Mozambn ns as well as 
foreigners and donors who have been giving aid to 
Mozambique are concerned. They have not been 
receiving a positive response from the Mozambican 
Government. There is complete silence as if there has 
been no elections. 


Some people even ask if Dhlakama is still alive. They ask 
if Parliament is still functioning. We would therefore like 
to motivate the international community, to make it see 
that the Mozambican Parliament has a responsibility 
toward the Mozambican people. | will write to Mr. 
Mulembwe to ask him to convene a parliamentary 
session for the third week of February to enable the 
Parliament to prepare for the Paris Meeting, since the 
response from donors could be negative. 


My brother Chissano and half a dozen of his ministers can 
no longer act as they wish, without the approval of the 
Assembly of the Republic. They will not convince anyone. 
I think that if the Assembly of the Republic holds a session 
in February and sees the need to have things move 
forward. the Paris meeting will be successful. 


[Jossias] The Mozambican people’s living conditions 
have been deteriorating day after day. What solutions do 
you or does Renamo have to reduce poverty? 


{[Dhlakama] Once again it is the government’s policy at 
play. It is still too early to assess the government's 
performance. When peopie vote for someone, they think 
he will produce results in three days. I think, however, it 
is still too early to criticize the government. We can do so 
perhaps after six months. I cannot fail, however, to 
reprove the Mozambican Government’s policy as a 
whole. For example, corn is rotting in Sussundenga and 
Macate in Manica Province. Only people with vehicles 
go there to buy five or six bags of corn to bring to 
Maputo. My question is why the Mozambican Govern- 
ment cannot launch a campaign to buy corn which is 
produced cheaply here in Mozambique and bring it to 
Maputo? This would help reduce the high cost of living, 
but the government is not doing it. We import corn 
which has a high price on the market allegedly because of 
custom duties. Another example is fuel which is vital. 
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We need fuel to operate tractors and produce food. 
However, fuel is very expensive here in Mozambique. 
We get fuel from abroad through the ports of Maputo, 
Beira, and Nacala. It cannot therefore be explained that 
fuel should be cheaper in Malawi, Zambia, and 7im- 
babwe which have no ports and receive their fuel 
through Mozambique. The government does not see all 
these things. It appears as if the government wan's to 
punish people. 


[Jossias} You will soon hold a party conference in Queli- 
mane. What major issues will the conference discuss? 


{Dhlakama] Many people are worried. | do not know 
why. Even ambassadors have asked the same question. I 
have already explained but | will do it again. Renamo 
was in the bush as a political and military movement. 
That is, guerrillas and civilians fought side by side. 
Guerrillas fought with arms, while civilians carried out 
political and mobilization work. With the end of the war, 
we demobilized our troops and became just a political 
party. [passage omitted] We hav- .> hold this conference 
to assess what Renamo’s work has been from the signing 
of the General Peace Accord to its im>lementation, the 
confinement and demobilization of troops, voter regis- 
tration and the electoral campaign, and the holding of 
elections and the acceptance of their results by Renamo. 
[passage omitted] 


[Jossias] What have Renamo deputies been doing since 
they abandoned the Assembly of the Republic? 


{Dhlakama] They are working very hard. As you are 
aware, there are 112 Renamo deputics coming from 
different provinces. Each one of them received a specific 
task when they were here. First they visited districts to 
explain why there was confusion during the first session 
of the Assembly of the Republic. Why we asked for a 
secret vote, its importance, the advantages and disad- 
vantages of an open vote in a multiparty assembly. They 
also have the task of explaining the importance of 
parliamentary representatives as well as their work. 
Renamo deputies are thus carrying out work in villages, 
administrative posts, and districts. 


[Jossias] Why do you hope to overcome your financial 
difficulties? One way would be to privatize the radio 
station. What else? 


[Dhlakama] Often, the strategies of political parties all over 
the world are not disclosed because some quarters might 
not like it. Other parties may create obstacles. As a leader, 
though, I am confident. There is nothing to hide. In fact, 
the radio station will be privatized. We have radio journal- 
ists and other workers, but we should not go around asking 
for money to pay their salaries. To be credible, the radio 
cannot continue be called Voice of Renamo. It should 
belong to someone, people should be allowed to rent air 
time. The station could generate funds to keep its workers 
on board, and to fund the party as well. 
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Put that is not enough to keep the party functioning. We 
have other plans. Unfortunately, the government is not 
making things easy for us. For instance, we would like to 
create small fishing companies for which we need licenses. 
When the government finds out that a Renamo member is 
behind the project, it will not issue the license or will make 
his life difficult. The bank will aot nelp him either to get a 
loan or to hire a boat. We would like to start a farm to plant 
cabbages, onions, corn, and cauliflower and sell the pro- 
duce. But for that we need money to buy tractors and tools. 
To do that the Bank of Mozambique stvoiild open its doors, 
but instead it closes them. 


[Jossias] Is that a fear or have there been specific cases 
already? 


[Dhlakama] It is not a fear. There have been cases, and 
one knows that in the country any Renamo member 
cannot be helped by the bank. They cannot be civil 
servants otherwise they will be dismissed. We had many 
members in Gaza and even in Inhambane and Sofala 
who worked as education department chiefs. They were 
dismissed when it was discovered that they worked for 
Renamo. There is a government policy to eliminate 
Renamo physically. They are afraid of Renamo because 
it is an obstacle to Frelimo. [passage omitted] 


[Jossias] In the foreseeable future Renamo wil! need to 
organize its cadres in cities. I would like to know whether 
there is a plan to recruit new cadres? 


{Dhlakama] We are working on that. This is a problem 
common to all liberation movements. Frelimo had the 
same problem. It was even worse for Frelimo because 
when it entered government politics the organization 
only had youngsters, bazooka men, and commanders. 
Proof of that was that by 1982 all provincial governors 
were commanders whom I knew. For instance, Tome 
Eduardo, Raimundo Pachinuapa, and Fernando Mat- 
avele. They had no training, but Frelimo assigned them 
to government posts because they had fought in the war. 
Renamo would not have done that had it won the 
elections. You can see that by looking at our members of 
parliament. There is not a single soldier among the 112 
members of parliament. It is new blood. I have injected 
new blood—they are engineers, economists, and jurists 
who had not been in Gorongosa. We will continue to 
recruit new cadres. 


[Jossias] I would like to ask a rather more personal 
question. You led the negotiation process, the imple- 
mentation of the General Peace Accord, the electoral 
stage, and so forth. Now, we are entering a calmer time... 


[Dhlakama] At this stage, I feel very good and very 
happy because I was able to prove the contrary of what 
people expected of me. | would like to recall here that 
piece of disinformation which did the rounds when we 
were still in the jungle. They used to say that Dhlakama 
was illiterate, a rebel leading an armed gang, and an 
agent for foreign interests. However, I have proven that 
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I am a general with an academic Uckground and a 
politician with experience. That was proven when we 
said “cease fire” after the General Peace Accord was 
signed. Look, my brother, the guerrilla forces were 
everywhere from Rovuma River to Maputo River and 
yet stopped fighting at once. It was as though a tap had 
been turned off. It allowed us to give the lie to all the 
propaganda which was in fact con‘ olling things. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


In fact, from a political point of view, despite extremely 
poor conditions I was able to transform Renamo into a 
political party, from the political and military movement 
it once was. What is more, I was able to conduct an 
electoral campaign worthy of a party that had been in the 
city for more than 20 years. I showed patience and the 
spirit of a political rather than a military leader. Were I 
the latter, I might well have responded to the many jokes 
I was the target of during the electoral campaign. I could 
have suspended the whole campaign and we would have 
had a bloodbath in this country. I was the target of much 
provocation. My helicopter was destroyed and I was 
aware that soldiers had done it and that Frelimo had 
organized it all, but I did not respond. I would look, 
laugh, and I would tell you, the journalists, “let us 
leave.’ Sometimes, though, my nerves had the better of 
me and I would act. I was able to demonstrate that I was 
a politician, not just any small politician, but a great 
leader. [passage omitted] 


I am still young. I am only 43. I ignored everything that 
happened. Today, elections are over and I feel calm and 
happy. I am working in a spirit of reconciliation and in 
complian:e with the Constitution, even though my 
brethren in Frelimo are continuing their ploys. You get 
Chissano and Dhiakama to engage in a debate and it will 
be impossible for anybody to say this is the guerrilla. I 
work very hard. I studied by correspondence when I was 
in the jungle and I like reading, and listening to the news. 


[Jossias] And by way of conclusion... 


{[Dhlakama] I am going to make a general comment on 
life in Mozambique. I am deeply worried because there is 
far too much silence. Neither the people, not the inter- 
national community, nor anyone else knows what is 
happening in this country. There 1s far too much silence 
and our brothers in the government are bent on elimi- 
nating the opposition—both Renamo and the other 
parties. The government sabotages everything and very 
often I do not know when there are problems and when 
there is silence. President Chissano calls me to his office, 
I go there, we talk and talk and talk, then we come out 
and the journalists use words like “brothers, reconcilia- 
tion”’ and that is all the people get to know. I am called, 
when there is silence. That is not important at this 
juncture, because we have already proven there is no 
more war. I talk to Chissano at any time, I telephone 
him, and he telephones me. The issue of dialogue 
between us is no longer a problem. [passage omitted] 


The situation is not good because the government is 
working to eliminate the opposition and it is using the 
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State Information and Security Service [SISE] for that 
purpose. SISE continues to operate on the hasis of the 
Frelimo Party Central Committee’s thinking. Senior 
SISE officials are picked for their support for Fretimo’s 
ideology and the trust the Frelimo Party places in them. 
I fail to grasp why S'SE does sot serve Chissano and 
Frelimo but it serves the Mozambican State [sentence as 
publishe4] It is a secret intelligence service that should 
bring iniormation to the head of state so he is kept 
abreast of developments in South Africa, Zimbabwe, and 
so on. It should not be used to hunt down or keep under 
surveillance those citizens who do not agree with Fre- 
limo’s ideology. 


This is extremely serious. There is the need to work hard 
and make a tremendous effort to make our brethren 
understand that some people who do not support Fre- 
limo’s ideology should be appointed to SISE. 


I am also deeply concerned about public security and the 
Republic of Mozambique Police [PRM]. There is com- 
plete disorganization within the PRM and I have said it 
time and again that you cannot go on condemning poor 
oid [Interior Minister] Manuel Antor:'9, who would have 
been dismissed had he spoken out against the strategy 
devised by Chissano, his chief. If Manuel Antonio con- 
tinues to feature in government that is because President 
Chissano must see him as a worthy minister, but the 
people say he is no good. By this, I mean everything the 
PRM are doing is in line with the strategies devised by 
the president and Frelimo. [passage omitted] 


As a Mozambican citizen, I see this police problem as an 
extremely worrisome development. In addition, many 
senior PRM officers are military soldiers through and 
through, who served as border guards, and who never 
received intensive 20- or 30-day training courses so they 
learned how to function as policemen. They know little 
other than to kill and disassemble AK M-47 weapons, but 
they are senior police officers regardless. How can that 
be? What is more, they work in accordance with Frelimo 
philosophy and they belong to Frelimo. Thus, there has 
been no change from that point of view. Quite the 
contrary. The PRM will use the excuse that Frelimo won 
to beat up people. There are reports of people being 
maltreated, abducted, killed, and beaten up in police 
stations and in the street. For instance, it is common for 
police to go out on patrols in the city of Maputo. When 
they come across prostitutes, they imprison them, but if 
a prostitute gives them 50,000 meticals they turn a blind 
eye and allow her to go about her life. This is our 
country’s scandal. 


I do not know what measures should be taken, but what- 
ever they are they must be taken. We will have to look into 
this matter, beginning with the next Parliament session. 
My brothers in the government must answer for this. 


In the districts where we won, we see policemen telling 
people: “You played around, you voted for Dhlakama 
and Renamo, they lost anu we won. Now you are going 
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to see.” How can a PRM member sz y something like 
that? By saying so, that officer is showing he supports the 
ruling party. I see a policeman as a professional who 
should not be trained to hate the opposition. 


They think now the General Peace Accord is over, so 
must its spirit be over and everything must be brushed 
[words indistinct] will give you an example: The new 
army also has problems. 


We had decided that the new army would have 30,000 
people, [words indistinct] from each side. We had to 
make an effort to put in 15,000 m:n from each side. If 
the country does not have the ne essary resources, we 
would try to come down to 20,00U or 15,000, but we 
would always try to maintain a balance. You cannot turn 
around now and say: “I, Chissano, hive won the elec- 
tions so it is up to me to pick the mien and they can 
include former Frelimo generals who were demobilized. 
That is because Dhlakama lost.” No...that is not what 
should be done. The General Peace Accord is over in 
terms of our meetings with the commissions and with the 
UN Operation in Mozambique but, as Mozambicans, we 
must carry on with national reconciliation. I would not 
be happy to know that Renamo men would be removed 
on allegations that they are guerrillas and have no 
qualifications. They are going to use that as an excuse to 
prevent Renamo soldiers becoming officers. But why did 
they not tell us so when we signed the peace accord? 
Were they not aware then that we were guerrilla forces? 


Why are they playing around with us? I know and I hope 
President Chissano will not do it because if he does so 
there will be serious problems and I will not allow it. | am 
not going to make war, but I cannot allow it and we will use 
our deputies in Parliament to make their life tough. We are 
going to talk to the people and to the international com- 
munity and we will get up their noses all we can. 


We had decided that there would be an FADM Logistics 
Command but now I read in the newspapers that the 
Logistics Department is to disappear and it will instead 
become closely linked with the Defense Ministry. But 
why? Do they want to continue doing what they did for 
20 years, stealing salaries, and mentionire the names of 
people killed between 1977 and 1992 so they could 
continue receiving their salaries? It is a regrettable situ- 
ation. [passage omitted] 


They saw everything could be kept under control by 
maintaining the Logistics Command alive, but they do 
not want that. It is the Frelimo culture of corruption and 
theft at work. It is a culture within Frelimo. There is no 
reason to alter anything and I do not think that is 
[Defense Minister Aguiar] Mazula’s strategy because he 
is a civilian rather than a soldier. Why pursue this 
strategy of getting rid of the Logistics Command? 


I am really sorry about it, because they will continue 
stealing. Nonetheless, I hope they will understand. I also 
hope they will not implement the idea of bringing in 
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demobilized Frelimo personne! on the pretext that the 
Renarmo people lack qualifications and capacity, thus 
ensuring Renamo has 15 percent of the army forces and 
the government the other 85 percent. 


That would be a very serious developmert. To me, 
national reconciliation so far has only been visible in the 
FADM. After all, Kenamo is not pari of the state security 
or the PRM. We only have men in the FADM. They have 
cottoned on to that and they also want to destroy our 
presence there. They do not want to work with Renamo. 
They do not even want to see it. 


Renamo Leader Wants Share of Provincial 
Revenue 


MB1602181195 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 16 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text} Mozambique National Resistance 
{Reriamo] leader Afonso Dhlakama wants the budget rev- 
enue from provinces where his party won the elections. He 
say’; he does not want to divide the country, however. 
Dh.akama asked participants at his party conference in 
Quelimane to thoroughly examine the economic situation 
of central Mozambique. He said that as Renamo president 
he would not like to see all the revenue from the provinces 
of Nampula, Zambezia, Sofala, Manica, and Tete continue 
to end up in just the hands cf Mozambique Liberation 
Front [Frelimo]. He said Frelirno zefused to appoint 
Renamo governors in those provinces, and as such it 
should not be allowed to continue to solely utilize funds 
obtained from these regions. 


[Begin Dhlakama recording] We know Frelimo has made 
corruption official from top to bottom. We know that 
goods from Zimbabwe, Malawi, South Africa, as well as 
goods belonging to ministers [words indistinct]. We 
know that Frelimo ministers, directors, and their cousins 
control the country’s entire economy. This being the 
case, I, Dhlakama, as a Mozambican citizen—if you 
would allow me my brothers—I would like to propose 
that the conference should fully study the economic 
situation of the five provinces where we won the elec- 
tions. Frelimo refused to appoint Renamo governors in 
the provinces where we won. We have, for example, the 
Beira Corridor. This is a big investment in this country 
that produces thousands and thousands of dollars every 
month. This money is not used for the development of 
the country’s central region. 


In northern Mozambique, we have the Nacala Corridor, 
which produces a lot of money. The money is not, how- 
ever, used for the development of Nampula Province. We 
have copra, tea, precious stones from the Gile Mines, 
[word indistinct], cashew nuts, timber. During the five 
years of his mandate, Chissano will authorize his friends, 
including foreigners, as well as his cousins, to exploit these 
riches while we watch. He will do this in the provinces 
where we won. I cannot accept this. [end recording] 


Afonso Dhlakama said his organization has no troops or 
weapons hidden in the country, but it does not agree that 
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Frelimo businessmen should cut timber in areas con- 
trolled by it. He cited the area of Inhaminga, Sofala 
Province, where, he said, many people are experiencing 
extreme poverty ard the Frelimo government continues 
to be indifferent. Yesterday afternoon, the participants 
were divided into three groups to study the party's 
reorganization and strategies to adopt for the local 
elections scheduled for next year. The meeting continued 
behing closed doors this morning. 


Asked by Radio Mozambique to comment on the 
Renamo leadde:’s statement, Prime Minister Pascoal 
Mocumbi said the way that Afonso Dhlakama viewed 
the issue is not correct. In his view, if each party 
demanded the budget revenue from areas where it is 
most popular, this would create total anarchy that would 
be difficult to control. The prime minister gave assur- 
ances, however, that the government wil! present 
methods of financing parties that won seats in Parlia- 
ment through the General State Budget. He also said the 
General State Budget is based on national revenue. 


Further on Dhlakama’s Demand 


MB1602201395 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 16 Feb 95 


[F.eport from correspondent Gomes Jossumua in Quelimane] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Mozambique National Resis- 
tance [Renamo] President Afonso Dhlakama wants to 
share the revenue from the country’s central provinces 
with the government. Dhlakama said this in Quelimane 
this afternoon in an exclusive interview with Radio 
Mozambique outside the proceedings of Renamo’s first 
national conference. He said his party is in the opposi- 
tion and has a major role to play in the life of the 
Mozambican people. The Renamo leader said there are 
thousands and thousands of Renamo party members 
who were teachers and nurses and now face the problem 
of reintegration into society. [passage omitted] 


We asked the Renamo leader what he would do if the 
Mozambican Government ignores the demand. 


[Begin Dhlakama recording] It will be very unfortunate 
if President Chissano once again fails to heed this 
demand. I will have to wage a campaign before the 
international community, which has always advocated 
the establishment of democracy in Mozambique. 
Democracy cannot exist in a country, in Africa, without 
a strong opposition. Why did the United States, Por- 
tugal, France help us hold elections in Mozambique? 
Why did they spent millions and millions of dollars? I 
think that if Frelimo (Mozambique Liberation Front] 
does not accept my proposal oi ihe Renamo conference's 
proposal, I will have to approach the international com- 
munity to explain the issue. 
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So far, Mozambique has depended on the international 
community. Why can’t the international community, 
which would like to see democracy in the country, con- 
tinue to assist Renamo until it creates its economic base? I 
have great responsibility. We have thousands and thou- 
sands of members. If I fail to control the people who were 
with me in the bush because of financial difficulties, I 
think peace will be jeopardized. I stand for peace and 
democracy. Thus, we want assistance. [end recording] 


Renamo Spokesman Threatens To Divide Country 


MB1702091495 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 0800 GMT 17 Feb 95 


[Report by correspondent Gomes Jossumua in Quelimane] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Manuel Pereira, spokesman for 
the first Mozambique National Resistance [Renamo] 
conference under way in Quelimane, has threatened that 
Renamo will divide the country. Renamo would keep the 
five provinces where it won the elections, and Frelimo 
[Mozambique Liberation Front] would control the 
others. At a news conference at the Hotel Chuabo, 
Pereira said Renamo has no money.and needs the 
revenue from the central provinces to survive. He added 
that the government has not even bothered to retrain 
teachers and nurses from the former Renamo areas and 
integrate them into state administration. 


He said: Renamo cannot be condemned to vanish 
because it lacks funds. We demand a portion of the 
revenue from major projects in the provinces we won. 


Pereira told journalists last night that Renamo would not 
resort to arms to divide the country, but would act with 
the help of the people. 


[Begin Pereira recording] The revolution will be more or less 
along those lines, because the people have already asked for 
Renamo governors. Frelimo has refused. Very well. Frelimo 
does not want to integrate Renamo cadres either. In prac- 
tice, this is a government provocation to see how long it will 
take for Renamo to react. [end recording] 


Foreign Minister Urges Renamo To Prove Claims 


MBi702093895 Maputo TVM Television Network 
in Portuguese 1800 GMT 16 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Leonardo Simao, minister of 
foreign affairs and cooperation, has called on the 
Mozambique National Resistance [Renamo] to prove 
the involvement of Joaquim Chissano’s government 
members in corruption. The call follows strong public 
accusations by Renamo President Afonso Dhlakama in 
Quelimane. Dhiakama said the government diverts 
money donated by the international community. The 
Renamo leader feels that promotions received by some 
Mozambique Liberation Front [Frelimo] officials are a 
reward for their involvement in corruption. 
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Leonardo Simao was in Quelimane on 15 February to 
swear in the new provincial governor. He does not know 
whether Frelimo was invited to attend the Renamo 
conference. . 


At the conference, Renamo expressed great concern over 
corruption in Mozambique and made many accusations 
against the government. The Renamo leader said the level 
of corruption is so high that even government members 
divert international community’s donations. These accu- 
sations were made in the presence of foreign diplomats. 
The Renamo leader said the involvement of his party in 
the management of funds is a good medicine for the ills 
affecting Joaquim Chissano’s government. Foreign Min- 
ister Leonardo Simao does not agree and warns: 


[Begin recording] [Simao] Renamo must understand 
once and for all that the General Peace Accord has 
already expired. So, there is no room for any joint 
commissions. Mozambique wants to resume its activi- 
ties quickly. 


[Unidentified correspondent] But do you agree that 
there is corruption in Mozambique? 


[Simao] There is corruption in Mozambique, just like in 
any other country. 


[Correspondent] Does that include ministers? 
[Simao] I am not aware of any case. [end recording] 


Leonardo Simao says his government does not follow a 
policy based on corruption and the international com- 
munity knows it. He said foreign donors have their own 
mechanisms to control corruption and cannot be influ- 
enced by a politician’s statements. He added: One must 
not confuse a political party with a government. Simao 
noted that in a multiparty system like the one in place in 
Mozambique, political parties control the government 
through parliament, where the executive branch presents 
the budget and shows how to manage it. 


Renamo Radio Facing Financial Difficulties 


MB1402200695 Maputo SAVANA in Portuguese 
27 Jan 95 p 12, 13 


{Report by Paulo Machava] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Radio Mozambique has lost 
its monopoly over radio broadcasting in Mozambique. 
New radio stations have been surfacing, particularly in 
the city of Maputo. [passage omitted] 


It is thought some 12 new radio stations will invade the 
market once they have been set up. Most of them will use 
the FM band. 


Three such stations are already broadcasting daily. They 
are Mira-Mar Radio, of the Universal Church of the 
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Kingdom of God; the RTK [Radio and Television 
Klint], which belongs to Mozambican businessmen 
Carlos Klint; and the Mozambique National Resistance 
{[Renamo]-owned Voice of Renamo, VOR. 


We have learned that heavy clouds of uncertainty hang 
over VOR, even though it is on the air daily between 
1000 and 2300. Our newspaper has learned from a senior 
Renamo source that VOR faces financial difficulties and 
is battling to stay alive. A study should be conducted 
soon with a view to making it more profitable. [passage 
omitted] 


VOR is heading for privatization. It was set up in 
mid-1994 to respond to Renamo’s needs, particularly 
during the campaign in the run-up to the October 
elections. “You could say that it was an important 
component during the electoral campaign,” a Renamo 
source said. 


The station is broadcasting from its studios in the Vidreira 
complex, in Maputo’s populous Costa do Sol Ward, and its 
status has consistently been described as “experimental.” 
Some sections of Mozambican society have always seen 
VOR as a clandestine radio station that only just managed 
to get enough programming going to obtain a license in 
December 1994. VOR has not yet received permission to 
broadcast, but that is because of the slowness and red tape 
of the relevant department in the now defunct Information 
Ministry, also known as Minfo. 


Our source said not even this rather embarrassing situ- 
ation has prevented Renamo from broadcasting 13 hours 
a day, and he added that “‘there is an agreement between 
Renamo and the government for VOR to operate in 
those conditions.” 


VOR’s shortwave and FM equipment was donated by 
the German Government. [passage omitted] 


The Renamo source also disclosed that “the equipment 
is powerful enough to broadcast simultaneously on 
shortwave and FM to the whole country and the city of 
Maputo. The signal goes out on FM. It 1s received at the 
broadcasting center and is then relayed to the rest of the 
country on shortwave.” 


Quite clearly, VOR’s operation is costly, but our source 
declined to comment on the sums involved, saying simply 
that ‘costs are extremely high. This is why we are heading 
for privatization, and it is likely to happen soon.” 


Concerning the planned broadcasting radius, our source 
said the coverage area was good because “‘we manage to 
cover the whole country on shortwave.” Though he 
could not present any evidence of this, that Renamo 
source said VOR can be heard as far afield as the Sudan 
and Ethiopia. 


VOR’s shortwave system has 100-kilowatt power. VOR 
is the oldest of the new radio stations operating in this 
country. [passage omitted] 
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Politics is over for VOR, which will turn to commercial 
and economic strategies instead. Our source said pro- 
found restructuring is under way. The source, an official 
in the Renamo leadership, says there are financial diffi- 
culties at this stage and his party is unable to meet such 
costs. “The party does not have the wherewithal to 
maintain a station of this caliber, particularly now there 
is no more ‘trust fund’ [preceding two words in English] 
and the other forms of assistance we had during the 
electoral period and at other times.” 


To give an idea of the expenses, our source said the 
shortwave transmitters use generators that consume 
about 200 liters of diesel per day. “‘The alternative would 
be to link the studios at Costa do Sol to a power line, but 
that would cost some 60 to 70 million meticals, and then 
there would also be extremely high maintenance costs,” 
that Renamo official said. 


Given that it is a party-owned radio station, VOR does 
not qualify for banking loans. [passage omitted] 


“Privatization is the abiding idea at this stage. The 
process is at an advanced stage, and it is the result of a 
profound analysis of the prevailing situation,” our 
source said. 


The problem of making this a more profitable venture 
should be settled soon, when the radio station becomes a 
joint stock company with private capital participation. 
With regard to the creation of such a company, every- 
thing—including other privatization-related issues—is 
expected to be dealt with within the next 30 days. 


Concerning the future partners in the company, the 
source said the matter is being treated with great caution 
because it is a sensitive area and no names are being 
released at this stage. The source indicated that many 
people are interested even though there is the drawback 
that the radio station is owned by a party, which makes 
potential investors rather wary of ploughing in money. 


Privatization will solve the whole problem. For instance, 
the Christian Council is interested in using this channel 
to broadcast its programs. Some economic groups are 
also interested, but, because it is owned by Renamo, they 
do not want to use it to broadcast their programs for fear 
of being connected with the party. 


“As I have said, there are many interested people out 
there,” our source repeated. 


Commenting on the possibility that VOR might become 
a commercial radio station, the Renamo source said all 
that is expected of VOR is that it protects some Renamo 
interests. ‘““The truth is that we have to make this radio 
station profitable,” that source explained, adding that 
VOR’s monthly costs are about 200 to 300 million 
meticals. [passage omitted] 


Our source also disclosed that VOR broadcasts in seven 
national languages daily. At one stage during the electoral 
campaign, as many as nine national languages were used. 
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Transmission begins at 1000 and closes at 2300. Portu- 
guese and vernacular languages are used to reach out to 
the greatest possible number of listeners across the 
country. 


The languages used during the 13 hours of daily trans- 
mission are Tsonga, Ndau, Macua, Nyanja, Sena, 
Chuabo, Nyamone, and Portuguese. Each of those lan- 
guages is used for at least 60 minutes each day. 


“The new management will Lave to redefine these mat- 
ters when this becomes a commercial radio station,” the 
source said. [passage omitted] 


The RTK radio station received its license recently, and 
it broadcasts daily on FM to the city of Maputo on the 
88.300 MHz. 


All SAVANA has been able to learn is that its power is 
only | kilowatt and its coverage area includes Moamba, 
Bela Vista, and a portion of Namaacha. [passage 
omitted] 


Government Under Pressure To Talk to Renamo 


MB1702143695 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 17 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The international community ts 
pressuring the Mozambican Government to show it is 
willing to talk to the opposition. The Portuguese news 
agency, LUSA, says pressure is being applied in tandem 
with the ongoing IMF and donor talks in preparation for 
the Paris Consultative Group meeting scheduled for 
March. At the meeting. Mozambique will submit the 
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1995 budget, the country’s economic and development 
programs, and 1995's financial requirements. Mozam- 
bique’s financial requirements have been estimated at 
$1.5 million [amount as heard]. The donors regard this 
as a normal amount. 


Chissano Receives South Africa’s Viljoen 


MB1602191595 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 16 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] President Joaquim Chissano 
received a delegation of South African farmers in 
Maputo this afternoon. The delegation was headed by 
General Constand Viljoen, leader of the Freedom Front, 
a South African right-wing party. The delegation is in 
Mozambique to study areas of cooperation, especially in 
agriculture. Viljoen was the chief of the South African 
Defense Forces during the apartheid era and was respon- 
sible for various South African military incursions 
against Mozambique. 


At the end of the meeting, we asked President Chissano 
to comment on the fact that the man who was an enemy 
yesterday was today being warmly received in our 
country. 


[Begin Chissano recording] This cleariy signifies a 
change that we all wanted to see. As you can see, the 
group is mainly made up of Afrikaners, and this repre- 
sents a big change not only for South Africa but also 
Mozambique. It is a very positive change. It also signifies 
that we all want peace, as was rightly pointed out by the 
general himself. [passage omitted] [end recording] 
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Liberia 


ECOMOG Troops Urged To Flush Out Fighters 


AB1602125395 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 0900 
GMT 16 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] ECOMOG [Economic Commu- 
nity of West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring 
Group] Field Commander Major General John Inienger 
has commended the courage and commitment of officers 
and soldiers of ECOMOG in trying to bring about lasting 
peace to Liberia. Gen. Inienger made the remark, while 
addressing troops in Buchanan during his one-day 
working visit on Tuesday [14 February]. He told them 
that his visit was to assess their situation at the frontline. 
An ECOMOG release says the field commander 
reminded the troop of the present stage of peace talks in 
Accra. He urged them not to relent in their efforts in 
ensuring that people in the ECOMOG-liberated areas 
are adequately protected. He charged the troops to be on 
the alert, more dedicated, and law-abiding. 


The visit also afforded the field commander to meet the 
mayoress of the Buchanan city, Honorable (Genius King); 
the acting superintendent of Grand Bassa County, Reverend 
(Alexander Pye); and officials of NGO’s [nongovernmental 
Organizations]. The release said that at the city hall, the 
superintendent briefed the field commander on the 
unprokoked attacks on NGO officials by combatants of 
warring faction who claimed to be displaced citizens. 


Based on the observations raised, the field commander 
directed the commander of the 7th ECOMOG Brigade to 
assume full responsibility for protection of displaced 
persons camps. He also directed that all combatants 
should be flushed out from areas near the camps. The 
field commander used the occasion to invite the com- 
batants of all warring factions, wishing to disarm to 
ECOMOG now at the frontline, that they are allowed to 
do so. After disarming, they will be taken for a central 
place, where they will be documented and taken care off 
by Unomil [United Nations Observer Mission in 
Liberia] officials. 


NPFL, LPC Faction Fighting in Buchanan 


AB1702104595 London BBC World Service in English 
0600 GMT 17 Feb 95 


[From “Network Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Heavy fighting has been 
reported around the Liberian port of Buchanan between 
rebels of the Liberia Peace Council [LPC] and those of 
the National Patriotic Front of Liberia [NPFL]. As a 
result, thousands of people have been forced to flee from 
the surrounding areas into Buchanan itself. Some rebel 
fighters are also said to be committing acts of banditry in 
displaced camps in the city, harassing civilians and aid 
workers alike. But the African peacekeeping forces are 
beginning to take measures to curb the situation. From 
Monrovia, Thea Budukessi provides more details: 
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[Budukesi] Peacekeeping troops chief commander John 
Inienger has ordered peacekeeping soldiers deployed in 
Buchanan to flush out rebels from areas in the proximity 
of displaced camps. Speaking during a tour of the city, 
Inienger urged peacekeeping troops to be on a full alert 
and assume full responsibility for the protection of aid 
workers and civilians. He said rebels wishing to disarm 
could do so now in advance of the disarmament time- 
table scheduled for sometime this year. He said after 
they have disarmed, they will be taken to a central place 
where they will be documented and taken care of by the 
United Nations military mission in Liberia. 


A United Nations assessment mission reported here yes- 
terday that more than 13,000 people had now arrived in the 
past five days in Buchanan, describing the situation in the 
city as serious but controllable. The UN said it had bezn 
told that rebels were preventing several thousands others, 
who were trying to escape the fighting, using them appar- 
ently as human shield. It said the Catholic relief services is 
planning to take in 1,500 metric tons of food to deal with 
the situation while additional shelters were being built to 
cope with the influx. 


The UN reports it was difficult to assess the situation 
further inland due to the fighting. In the capital itself, a 
Baptist church began a meeting with faction representatives 
in a bid to once again find a solution to the country’s five 
years civil war. Rebel leader Charles Taylor had said he 
would not attend any peace talks in Monrovia. 


Similar efforts by Ghana collapsed last month due to the 
factions’ failure to agree on the formation of the new 
ruling State Council. 


Nigeria 


Court Throws Out Bid To Halt Abiola Trial 


AB1602190595 Paris AFP in English 1828 GMT 
16 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, Feb 16 (AFP)}—Nigeria’s 
appeals court Thursday [16 February] threw out a motion by 
lawyers for opposition leader and would-be president Mos- 
hood Abiola to have his treason trial halted. 


Abiola’s team had argued that the Supreme Court in the 
federal capital Abuja did not have jurisdiction to try him 
for treason, as he had committed his alleged offence— 
proclaiming himself president—in Lagos. 


But the appeals court in the northern city of Kaduna 
upheld the competence of the Abuja court, which sus- 
pended the trial on October 4 pending the outcome of 
the appeal. 


Observers said Abiola’s lawyers believed he would have 
a better chance of acquittal in a court in Lagos, where he 
has strong support. 


Abiola declared himself president last June, a year after 
then military ruler General Ibrahim Babangida annulled a 
presidential poll Abiola was widely thought to have won. 
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He was arrested in Lagos on June 23, and despite a ruling 
by the appeals court last November 4 to release him on 
bail, he is still in custody. 


Legal experts told AFP his trial in Abuja could now 
resume any day, without waiting for the outcome of an 
appeal the government has lodged against the bail order. 


Drug Chairman Advocates Death Penalty 


AB1402224595 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 14 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The chairman of the 
National Drug Law Enforcement Agency [NDLEA], 
Major General Musa Bamayi, believes that the reintro- 
duction of the death penalty will greatly reduce drug 
trafficking in Nigeria. He explains why he has been 
advocating a return to the death penalty as punishment 
for drug dealers. 


[Begin recording] [Bamayi] Looking at the drug issue, the 
main problem about drug [word indistinct] is the money it 
makes. and looking at us, Nigerians, we love money. We 
love money so much that nothing else will deter us. Nothing 
else will discourage us from looking for such money. 


[Unidentified correspondent] So do you (?support).... 


[Bamayi, interrupting] So if we want to stop or reduce to 
the barest minimum drug trafficking, just clamp capital 
punishment on it and, I bet you, within the shortest time 
possible... 


[Correspondent, interrupting] You think it will deter.... 
[Bamayi, interrupting] It will definitely deter.... 
[Correspondent, interrupting] It will deter.... 


[Bamay)i, interrupting] Because there is no need making 
the money that you will not spend. [end recording] 
[passage omitted] 


In the meantime, the NDLEA has advised Indian hemp 
traders and farmers to grow food crops that will be more 
beneficial to Nigerians. The agency is particularly wor- 
ried about the development of a new market for Indian 
hemp among women who believe that the mixture of the 
crop with hair cream promotes rapid hair growth. Crime 
correspondent Muftal Ganiyu put together this report on 
the efforts against drug traffickers. It is presented from 
our studios. 


[Begin recording] [Unidentified official] I would only: 
like to advise those who believe their women cannot be 
beautiful except they rub Indian hemp [laughter] that 
when they go out next time to marry they should look at 
the faces of the women very well and make a better 
selection. If you want the hairy type.... [pauses] Look, 
government has not approved that Indian hemp be eaten 
in this country, and those who want to use it for hair or 
pomade or whatever, you talk to them. Let them get 
clearance from the government, and a law has to be 
enacted to that effect before we will accept that use. 
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[Ganiyu] The NDLEA came under public scrutiny after 
the disappearance of 12 parcels of cocaine from a con- 
signment of four containers brought into the country by 
a convicted trafficker, Joe Brown Akubueze. The outcry 
generated by the loss led to a reorganization of the 
agency, with the institution of a six-man task force 
headed by Maj. Gen. Musa Bamayl. [passage omitted] 


That was the beginning of the scenario which led to the 
indictment of some agents who were arraigned before the 
miscellaneous offenses tribunal for being accessories to 
the missing parcels. 


The prosecution of the officers is still shrouded in 
mystery since the agency’s claim is that those concerned 
have been handed over to the police for prosecution. But 
why the police, when Decree No. 48 which established 
the agency specifically required the NDLEA to identify, 
trace, apprehend, and prosecute any person directly or 
remotely connected with drug trafficking? 


[Official] In accordance with the Decree 48 of 1989, it is 
the responsibility of the NDLEA to prosecute drug-related 
offenses. If we have to go into it, then we would go and do 
it; but I want to assure you that there is no intention 
whatsoever to allow that case to die a natural death. 


[Ganiyu] As the agency continues to uncover new modes 
of concealment of hard drugs by traffickers, traffickers 
have in turn continued to devise other ingenuous means 
of transporting the dangerous cargo. Take for instance 
these food preservers which were dismantled by a traf- 
ficker to conceal parcels of high grade heroin, and these 
drums of palm oil which were divided into two sections 
to conceal large wraps of Indian hemp for export over- 
seas. [end recording] 


Sierra Leone 


Mediators Urge Rebel Leader To Make Contact 


AB1602132895 Paris AFP in English 1320 GMT 
16 Feb95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Freetown, Feb 16 (AFP)— 
Mediators from three major international bodies 
Thursday [16 February] issued an appeal for Sierra 
Leonean rebel leader Foday Sankoh to make an “‘imme- 
diate contact” with them, giving a radio frequency he 
can use. 


Representatives of the United Nations, the Organisation 
of African Unity (OAU) and the Commonwealth issued 
the appeal in a joint statement, giving the radio frequency 
of the UN office in the capital Freetown. Recent contacts 
with the renegade Corporal Sankoh, head of the Revolu- 
tionary United Front (RUF) which launched its rebellion 
in May 1991, have been made by two-way radio. 
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UN special envoy Berhanu Dinka, OAU assistant secre- 
tary general Adbullahi Sahid Osman and Common- 
wealth envoy Moses Anafu said the military government 
“has made clear its commitment and willingness to 
commence negotiations with the RUF.” 


In the statement, they expressed concern “over the loss 
of life and destruction of infrastructure and property 
caused by the ongoing conflict’, which is officially 
estimated to have cost between 5,000 and 7,000 lives. 
The statement added that the organisations “will work 
together to help the parties resolve the conflict by 
peaceful means.” 


UN envoy Dinka is expected to remain in the west 
African country for three months in an attempt to 
negotiate an end to the crisis. 


Meanwhile, defence department officials said a group of 
rebels attacked a strategic checkpoint on a highway near 
Masiaka, 55 kilometres (35 miles) east of the capital. The 
attack was repelled, they said, but gave no details about 
casualties. 


Government troops have also reportedly started a heavy 
bombardment of the village of Masimera where a rebel 
base is believed to exist. Masimera is near the town of 
Lunsar, 80 kilometres (50 miles) northeast of the capital. 


The RUF began its insurrection against the regime of 
General Joseph Momoh, who was ousted in April 1992 
in the military coup that brought Captain Valentine 
Strasser to power. 


The fighting continued and Strasser’s junta declared that 
“crushing” the insurrection would be its first priority. 


Tentative moves toward a negotiated settlement began 
late last year but were followed by a spate of kidnappings 
and an upsurge in fighting around Christmas. 


A total of 17 foreigners and an unspecified number of 
Sierra Leoneans have been captured by rebels since 
November, and most or all are believed to be in rebel 
hands. 


In recent radio contacts with Catholic church authorities 
and defence officials, Sankoh has demanded a satellite 
phone, medicines and a generator as preconditions for 
opening talks with the government or releasing some of 
the hostages. 


Rebels Want Foreign Troops To Leave 


AB1602170195 Paris AFP in English 1621 GMT 
16 Feb 95 


[By Chris McCall] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Abidjan, Feb 16 (AFP)—Sierra 
Leonean rebels Thursday [16 February] rejected a call 
for talks made earlier in the day by mediators from three 
international bodies, saying through a spokesman that 
foreign troops had to leave the country first. 
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Revolutionary United Front (RUF) political and foreign 
affairs co-ordinator Alimamy Sankoh said in an inter- 
view with AFP in Abidjan that Ghanaian “commandos 
and jet bombers” had now joined Guinean and Nigerian 
troops to support the military government in the war. 


Accusing Ghana’s President Jerry Rawlings of taking 
sides in the conflict, he claimed that seven Ghanaian 
“commandos” had recently been captured by the RUF 
in Sierra Leone. 


The spokesman rejected talks with the National Provi- 
sional Ruling council (NPRC), as the junta is officially 
known, while foreign forces remained. 


“Under no circumstances would the RUF agree to talk 
with the NPRC or any peace broker while these foreign 
forces are in Sierra Leone,” Sankoh said. 


On Thursday morning envoys from the UN, the Organ- 
isation of African Unity (OAU) and the Commonwealth 
Secretariat issued a joint appeal for RUF leader Foday 
Sankoh to make “immediate contact” with them. 


The RUF spokesman, who is related to the organisa- 
tion’s leader, said there would be no further radio 
contact with the authorities in Freetown as long as 
foreign troops remained. 


“The RUF is suspending all communciations with 
Freetown until it hears positively to its just and reason- 
able demands supported by the mass of the Sierra 
Leonean people,” an RUF statement said. 


Alimamy Sankoh also denied that some 17 foreign 
nationals recently abducted in the west African state 
were being held as “hostages”’, although he admitted they 
were in rebel hands. 


The RUF was willing to let the “foreign nationals who 
are under its care” go once “a safe and secure arrange- 
ment is worked out with trusted and transparently neu- 
tral intermediaries”, he said. 


“The RUF is building confidence with a European-based 
international NGO (non-governmental organisation). It 
is our fervent hope that through this NGO an arrange- 
ment can be made for the secure departure of the foreign 
nationals”. 


On January 31, the RUF called for mediation by the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). 


The spokesman also said junta leader Captain Valentine 
Strasser’s choice of the military option had been a 
“disastrous and costly policy”. 


“Captain Strasser has staked his credibility and survival 
of his regime on the prosecution of a war he cannot win. 
To his dismay now his forces are in total disarray. 


“He has no command and control over his own troops 
who are now wrecking havoc on the population,” the 
RUF statement said. 
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The spokesman said the RUF planned to return the west 
African country to democracy should it win the war and 
denied that the organisation’s leader had any personal 
political ambitions. 


The civil war began as a bid to topple former president 
Joseph Momoh, who was ousted by Strasser in a coup in 
April 1992. In recent months a series of contacts have 
raised hopes of a negotiated settlement, but these were 
followed by an upsurge in fighting at Christmas, with 
attacks reported across the country. 


Civilians Massacred by Taylor-Trained Forces 


AB1602183095 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 16 Feb 95 


[From the ‘Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The intensification of the civ] 
war in Sierra Leone continues to cause misery for the 
civilian population. In the Bo Region of southern Sierra 
Leone, rebels have recently stepped up their activities, 
capturing villages in (Matujong) District. The Army has 
been mounting counteroffensives, and it seems civilians 
are bearing the brunt of revenge attacks by the rebels. 
From Bo, our reporter, Alhasan Sylla: 


[Begin Sylla recording] Eyewitness reports from people 
escaping from RUF [Revolutionary United Front] rebels 
in areas of (Matujong), still under their occupation, and 
arriving here in Bo within the last 48 hours, say the 
rebels have gone on the rampage in the last two days, 
killing people, looting their property, and setting fire to 
their homes. Fleeing eyewitnesses I have been speaking 
to in Bo told me that the rebels have carried out these 
atrocious acts in revenge for the killing of 17 of their men 
in an offensive in the area by government troops earlier 
in the week. Several of these escapees have quoted the 
rebels as making no secret of their anger over the killing 
of their coileagues. 


One woman among the returnees told me that when the 
rebels initially took control of these areas some two weeks 
ago, they were providing rice and other foodstuffs for the 
local people and were even providing cereals for suckling 
mothers. But following the killing of the 17 rebels, the 
woman added, they became unfriendly and bloody. 
Another man, who pleaded strict anonymity, and who said 
he spent the last two weeks with the rebels, told me that 
most of them were small boys between the ages of 16 and 
20 years, and they spoke freely about their military 
training sessions in Taylor territory in Liberia between 
1992 and 1993. This man quoted the rebels as claiming to 
be part of a large force recently deployed to different parts 
of the country to cause further destablization. 


Meanwhile, latest reports from (Matujong) itself say 
every other house in the town has been evacuated, with 
many still on fire. Most of their occupants have fled into 
the bush, while many others are reported to have been 
killed by the rebels. [end recording} 
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WFP Reports ‘Almost 900,000’ Displaced 


AB1502141595 Paris AFP in English 1348 GMT 
15 Feb 95 . 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Abidjan, Feb 15 (AFP)—Sierra 
Leone’s civil war has driven almost 900,000 civilians 
from their homes, either as internally displaced people or 
refugees in other west African countries, the World Food 
Programme (WFP) said Wednesday [15 February]. 


In the past 12 months, the number of people taken into 
seven camps for the displaced inside Sierra Leone has 
doubled to 600,000, the UN agency said in a report. 


The number of refugees has gone up by a further 20,000 
since the rebel Revolutionary United Front (RUF) in 
December extended its operations to the north and west 
as well as the south and east of the country, the figures 
released here said. 


About 185,000 Sierra Leoneans are living in exile in 
Guinea and 90,000 are in Liberia, itself in the grip of 
civil war, the WFP said. 


‘No figures are available to evaluate the scale of losses of 
civilian lives in the regions affected by the war,” the 
WFP report stated. According to official figures, between 
5,000 and 7,000 people have died. 


The RUF, led by renegade corporal Foday Sankoh, 
launched its rebellion in May 1991 against the regime of 
General Joseph Momoh, who was ousted in April 1992 
in the military coup that brought Captain Valentine 
Strasser to power. 


The fighting continued and Strasser’s junta declared that 
“crushing” the insurrection would be its first priority. 


In a separate development Wednesday, Pope John Paul 
II again called on the RUF to free seven foreign nuns 
kidnapped on January 25 from their mission clinic in the 
north of the country. 


“I share the feelings of those who anxiously await the 
return of the (nuns) and am following with special 
attention the initiatives of those trying to find a happy 
outcome to this painful affair,” the pope said. 


Diplomatic sources said Monday that Sankoh has told 
Italy’s ambassador in the capital Freetown by radio that 
he wants medicines, a satellite phone and a generator 
before the Brazilian sister and six Italian nuns are freed. 


The ambassador, Ranieri Fornari, demanded their 
immediate release without any preconditions. He was 
also allowed to speak to all seven nuns, who were said to 
be in high spirits. 


Last week Sankoh demanded the same three items as a 
pre-condition for starting peace talks with the military 
government. 


A total of 17 expatriates have been abducted since 
November and most, if not all, are believed to be in the 
hands of the RUF. 
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